
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Busy, busy. 
Kerry Deakin from CFA Geelong will be holding a public meeting at our school about how to prepare 
for this year’s Fire Danger season. The enclosed flier will give you all the details you need. Do feel 
free to attend the meeting. She will also be speaking to our staff at the end of the day before the 
public meeting which will be held in Paul Maddern’s room starting this Wednesday the 2nd of Novem-
ber at 4.00pm. This is indeed a public meeting, so do invite anyone from our community if you think 

they might be interested 
As you can see in this edition there has been much 
to keep our students busy in the last two weeks.  
The quick pace will continue as we continue to tick 
off more excursions before the end of this year, in-
cluding carol singing at Hamer Hall in Melbourne, 
Werribee Zoo for the little kids, the Grade 6 over-
night excursion, and a whole school overnight camp. 
Karen Cherry has been invited by Melbourne Zoo, for 
our students to present one of their recent projects, 
so some of us will also be travelling to Melbourne 
too.  

AFL Healthy Heroes.. 
Geelong FC made a stellar presentation at our school 
with a number of activities designed to promote 
healthy lifestyles. 
The next day Riley Kerr reminded me that he learned 
that to stay healthy we need between nine and elev-

en hours of sleep every day, no more than two hours on an 
electronic device each day, and we need to eat a minimum of  
five vegetables and two fruit every day. Well done Riley for 
remembering these useful and informative facts. 
It looks like it served a worthwhile purpose having the AFL 
Geelong FC come and talk to all of our students 

Chemical farm safety. 
No, zombies haven’t invaded our school. Kendra Beani  is 
kitted up in protective gear as she participates in a presenta-
tion from Hesse Rural Health nurse Brooke Greig. Her lesson 
was spent informing our children about the ever-present dan-
gers of chemicals that are commonly used on farms to control 
pests and prevent weeds from taking over crop production. 
The everyday jobs that farmers are involved with around the 

use of chemicals would lead to all sorts of horrible 
outcomes if children lack the awareness of how dan-
gerous these chemicals can be, and how important it 
is to store them suitably and treat them with respect, 
as part of harm minimisation protocols on our farms. 

End of year concert.  
It’s not that time of year, but as readers can see, 
Louise, our visiting music teacher, is already begin-
ning the task of finding suitable songs and routines 
to present for this year’s concert. Readers may be 
aware that we intend this year’s concert to be anoth-
er out doors performance after last year’s success. 
Like last year, we will borrow the outdoor stage from 
Winchelsea PS. Let’s hope that the weather improves 
radically by the time we get to Christmas. There is a 
fall back plan to use the hall if it does rain, with a 
7.00pm start on the evening of Monday the 19th of 
December. 

Carlisle River visit.  
Jeff Douma, principal, is pictured here with his aide 
and his students from Carlisle River PS. Jeff joined us 
last Thursday. His students were lucky enough to 
catch a lesson with Brendan Kelly our visiting gym 
teacher. Our students had great opportunities to 
meet up and socialise with other rural students. 

Parents and Friends news.  
Looking ahead to November, the P&F will be having 
a meeting to talk about things happening in Term 
Four. In particular the November Election on Satur-
day 26th where we will have an opportunity to have 
a cake stall or a sausage sizzle. The date of the 
meeting is yet to be determined. 

 

31 October 2022 

BEEAC PRIMARY 

SCHOOL  

LANG STREET 

BEEAC 3251 

PRINCIPAL: 

ANDREW ROGERS  

PH. 0352 346 463 

Beeac Primary School is a child safe school 

11 October, (not 18/11 pool 
booked) 25/10/ ( NOT MELB CUP 
1/11), 8/11, 15/11, 22/11 swim-
ming, Bluewater Fitness Centre. 
31 October: school shut, whole 
school PD Day 
1 November: Melbourne Cup 
2 November: CFA public meeting 
Paul Maddern’s room starting at 
4.00pm 
4 November: Colac Division Cricket 
8 November: Werribee Zoo grades 
P to 3 
8 November: updated Council 
meeting date with the usual 7.00pm 
start. 
16 November: GMHBA Healthy 
Heroes Leaders Celebration day at 
GMHBA Stadium for our big kids 
10 to 11 November: Gellibrand 
visit then overnight school sleepover 
17 November: Grades 5 and 6 
farm visit 
25 November: pre-prep: taster 
days: mornings only: Friday morn-
ings of next term: 25/11, 2/12, 
9/12, and 16/12. 
25 November: working bee little 
room fairy garden 
26 November 2022: Victorian 
State Election, school voting centre.  
29 November and 6 December: 
orientation dates for Trinity 2023,  
6 December and 13 December: 
orientation dates for transition Colac 
Secondary School, 2023. 
8/9 December: Grade 6 overnight 
camp. 
11 December: community hall  
Christmas  celebrations 
12 December: whole school excur-
sion Melbourne Arts Centre Christ-
mas melodies. 
13 December: reports go home. 
14 December: student led parent/
teacher conferences. 
16 December. Student and staff 
Christmas lunch celebration. 
19 December: Christmas Concert 
starts at 7.00pm 
20 December: last day of term, 
teachers tidy up post concert. No 
students required at school. 
27 January 2023: teachers only 
return to school 
30 January 2023: students return 
to school 
February  2023: swimming Blue-
water Fitness Centre: 6/2, 13/2, 
20/2, 27/2, 6/3. 
15-27 March: NAPLAN test period. 
22 March: Trinity College open 
Day. 
26 - 28 July 2023: Beeac PS 
cluster Urban Camp Melbourne, 
Grades 4,5 and 6 students 
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Bike Ed Challenge.  
Teams of eight (Lachlan competed twice) 
met with all our local schools to participate 
in this year’s bike ed challenge. We still 
await the results, but I was very proud of 
the way everyone in our team gave it their 
best effort. The obstacle course of tight 
bends, timed distances and traffic lights 
was designed to test a real life situation 
that our students might encounter on a 
busy street in a town like Colac. 

Brendan Kelly. 
Our students line up to go through a series 
of exercises that they are beginning to mas-
ter as part of this term’s gymnastics 
course . 

CPR for the senior stu-
dents. 
What would happen in the case of a situa-
tion where someone is hurt and stops 
breathing? Pictured here is Hesse Rural 
Health nurse Brooke Greig, giving our stu-
dents some practice on CPR. 

Ready, set, go. 
Jenny Bush is pictured here getting our chil-
dren ready for next year’s inter school com-
petitions. More importantly we can see eve-
ryone getting ready to burn off their lunch 
time food and get fitter as part of our PE/
Sports program which runs twice a week at 
our school. 

Transition for our big 
kids 2023. 
Recently our Grade 6 students  visited Birre-
gurra PS and met up with other Grade 6 
students from Forrest, Alvie, Deans Marsh, 
Carlisle River and of course Birregurra. They 
spent the day partnering up with students 
they will get to know better when they start 
their new school life at Trinity or Colac SC at 
the start of 2023. Pictured here are Noah 
and Kendra partnering with some girls from 
Birregurra PS.  

New Council date. 
Reminder: because of some meeting date 
clashes the next Council meeting has been 
moved to the 8th of November starting at 
the usual time of 7.00pm. 

Staffing in 2023. 
At this stage our funding for 2023 is firming 
up. From the start of 2023 we are intending 
running two classes. Kara Wishart will teach 
our Prep to Grade 3 students and Paul Mad-
dern and Jackie Wilson will team teach our 
Grades 4 to 6 students. Additionally Paul will 
manage a newly created role of Mental 
Health Coordinator aimed at all students at 
our school. 

National Assessment 
Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
2023 Delivery. 
As announced earlier this year, the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and Numera-
cy (NAPLAN) tests are shifting from May to 
March next year. NAPLAN 2023 will be held 
during Term 1 from Wednesday 15 March to 
Monday 27 March 2023..  

 

 
Beeac’s Garage,  

55 Main St., Beeac 

Servicing, break downs 

and repairs to late model 

cars, lawnmowers and 

some machinery. Towing 

cars available.  Now  

carrying out servicing on 

vehicle air conditioning. 

 
 

For all enquiries and 

bookings call Jason on 

0417 412 152 

 
Student of the week 
Dylan Groves: Dylan is very 
self motivated and completes 
homework to an amazing stand-
ard. 21/10 
Lachlan Beani: for applying a 
“can do” attitude in all lessons 
and for seeking extra assistance 
in Maths. 28/10 
 
 

Term Dates Start Finish 

2022 Term 1 31/1 8/4 

2022 Term 2 26/4 24/6 

2022 Term 3 11/7 16/9 

2022 Term 4 3/10 20/12 

2023 Term 1 27/1 

teach

ers, 

30/1 

stu-

6/4 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi All,  Hi All,   
Term four…here we are on the countdown to the end of another year.  This term our focus 

in Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships for Preps to Year 6 is Gender and Identity.  

In these sessions we look at the things we have in common and the differences between 

us.  We also consider that this collection of things creates a picture of who we are; our 

identity.  Together we are developing  respect for one another regardless of our 

differences. 

From this platform we can begin to explore the concept of inclusivity and what that looks 

like for each of us within our school community…noting that everyone has something to 

offer and by including everyone we gain relationships and experiences that enrich not 

only our community but also us as individuals. 
 

Teaching young people that it's ok to be yourself. 

Four Strategies to Raise an Inclusive Child: 

1. Be a role model…Children follow what we do more than what we say. 

2. Teach compassion…challenge your child to include another child who is sitting 

alone at lunch or playing alone at recess. 

3. Explain differences, don’t ignore them…Help your child understand that differences 

make the world more interesting. 

4. Use children’s Literature…Children’s books are a great vehicle for exploring 

differences in culture, race, and ability. 

 

Bright Horizons, Raising an Inclusive Child 

- March 15, 2021 

 

Sue Bath, 

Chaplain 
at school  

every 

Wednesday 

and   

alternate 

Tuesday. 
 





The Australian Fire Danger Rating System 

 

In September 2022, all jurisdictions across Australia will implement a new fire danger forecasting 

system, the Australian Fire Danger Rating System (AFDRS). This will deliver a nationally consistent 

system for fire danger ratings based on the latest scientific research.  This will result in more accurate 

predictions for fire danger as well as clearer, simplified messaging for all communities.  

  

In Victoria, the implementation for the AFDRS is being led by Emergency Management Victoria 

(EMV). The department has been working closely with EMV to prepare for this change and support 

our education communities to implement bushfire preparedness activities throughout the transition 

to the new system.  

 

Victoria currently utilises a six-tier system for fire danger ratings, spanning from Low-Moderate to 

Code Red. The AFDRS will use four tiers of fire danger, from Moderate to Catastrophic.  The 

department has worked with the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 

(CSIRO) to update our bushfire risk methodology in line with the changes. There are minimal changes 

to the methodology and department policy as a result of the new fire danger rating system.   

 

The below outlines the changes under the new AFDRS:    

  

Current Victorian Fire Danger Rating New Australian Fire Danger Rating 

 

Fire Danger Rating Key messages for the community 

Catastrophic If a fire starts and takes hold, lives are likely to be lost. For your survival 
leave bushfire risk areas. 

Extreme Fires will spread quickly and be extremely dangerous. Take action now to 
protect your life and property. 

High Fires can be dangerous. Be ready to act.                                                                   

Moderate  Most fires can be controlled. Plan and prepare. 

The new Extreme fire danger rating under the AFDRS will cover a broader scope of fire danger ratings 
combining the current Severe and Extreme fire danger ratings.  

In addition, Code Red will now be known as Catastrophic fire danger.  

As a result, the triggers for pre-emptive relocation and closure on elevated fire danger days will be 
adjusted slightly to reflect this new system.  


