
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Welcome to Term 4. 
The new roof went on, the air conditioners went in, the Trivia Night was a huge success, swimming is 
running, and everybody’s wearing their sun hat. Welcome back to the busiest term of the year, with, 
amongst many other things, an end of year concert, Werribee Zoo, overnight school camp, carols in 
Melbourne and of course the end of year reports. This year we will ask our students to lead the  
discussions between parents and teachers.  
The Department released an update about how schools will operate with the latest Covid-19  
recommendations. This advice can be found elsewhere in our newsletter. 

P&F Trivia Night: Thank you 
Beeac community. 
Our grateful thanks to everyone and especially our Parents 
& Friends who have been working quietly for many weeks 
now to hire the presenters, approach local traders for  
donations and advertise the event in our local  
community. On Friday afternoon they began the lengthy 
task of preparing the hall, wrapping prizes and preparing 
the refreshments. We all know that the night was a huge 
success and we all know that it wouldn’t have happened 
without our Parents & Friend’s hard work. Our grateful 
thanks for their efforts. At this stage they are estimating 
that they have raised the impressive sum of approximately 
$2000 which will be used for the benefits of all our  
students at Beeac PS. 

Swimming, gymnastics and  
athletics. 
Our first sessions for swimming began smoothly this week. 
Unfortunately there will be a clash on Tuesday the 8th of 
November for children in Prep, Years 1 & 2. Parents of 
children in those years will not have to pay for this session. 
Instead their children will be going on a free all day  
excursion to Werribee Zoo. I’m reminding everyone that 
we will have our traditional last day of chips at Memorial 
Square in Colac starting at midday on Tuesday 22nd of 
November. We hope that parents and relatives can find 
the time to join us for a talk and catch up.  
Brendan Ryan joined us on Thursday for a first session of 
gymnastics. He’s always been a popular instructor with our 
students, and he will be travelling from West Brunswick in 
Melbourne to work with our children for the next eight 
weeks. Jenny Bush will also be joining us for athletics 
training. Time doesn’t stop, and we are already beginning 
to train for next year’s Polwarth Sports day at Alvie. 

New roof, air conditioners,  
feature garden, asphalt and 
$350,000.  
Parents will be aware that the new air conditioners and 
roof were installed over the holidays. Our grateful thanks 
to Chris Rodgers and Greg Pownceby for their no nonsense 
approach to getting the work done during a very wet third 
term holiday.  
Kara Wishart’s theme garden is beginning to come to life, 
and we look forward to seeing that being finished before 
the end of this term.  
Next comes a complicated dance between two lots of  
funding as we try to get our fire protection work up to date 
before some new playground asphalt is installed, hopefully 
before the start of 2023.  
The great news is that we have received $350,000 to be 
spent in 2023 to upgrade facilities at our school to improve 
our building’s safety status in view of the fact that we are 
a Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR) school. Fortunately, 

because of the size of the works, it will be managed by an external contractor. 

Grade 6 to 7 student orientation dates.  
In one of the more odd administrative decisions for this year, our two feeder secondary schools have 
decided to hold orientation days on different days.  

• 29 November and 6 December: orientation dates for Trinity 2023.  

• 6 December and 13 December: orientation dates for Colac Secondary School, 2023. 
Families will need to organise transport for each of these full day programs. The local feeder buses 
are one possibility, let us know if you need some help organising this.. 
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Beeac Primary School is a child safe school 

11 October, (not 18/11 pool 
booked) 25/10/ ( NOT MELB CUP 
1/11), 8/11, 15/11, 22/11 swim-
ming, Bluewater Fitness Centre. 
14 October; trivia night at Beeac 
Community hall. 
17 October: Winchelsea Neigh-
bourhood Watch, whole school 
excursion. 
20 October: bike ed challenge, 
Colac. 
21 October: expressions of interest 
barrowing scoria. 
26 October: eye tests Prep to 3. 
26 October: Warrion flower Show 
31 October: school shut, whole 
school PD Day 
1 November: Melbourne Cup 
4 November: Colac Division Cricket 
8 November: Werribee Zoo grades 
P to 3 
8 November: updated Council 
meeting date with the usual 7.00pm 
start. 
9 November: GMHBA Healthy 
Heroes Leaders Celebration day at 
GMHBA Stadium for our big kids 
10 to 11 November: Gellibrand 
visit then overnight school sleepover 
17 November: Grades 5 and 6 
farm visit 
25 November: pre-prep: taster 
days: mornings only: Friday morn-
ings of next term: 25/11, 2/12, 
9/12, and 16/12. 
26 November 2022: Victorian 
State Election, school voting centre.  
29 November and 6 December: 
orientation dates for Trinity 2023,  
6 December and 13 December: 
orientation dates for transition Colac 
Secondary School, 2023. 
8/9 December: Grade 6 overnight 
camp. 
12 December: whole school excur-
sion Melbourne Arts Centre Christ-
mas melodies. 
13 December: reports go home. 
14 December: student led parent/
teacher conferences. 
16 December. Student and staff 
Christmas lunch celebration. 
19 December: Christmas Concert 
starts at 7.00pm 
20 December: last day of term, 
teachers tidy up post concert. No 
students required at school. 
27 January 2023: teachers only 
return to school 
30 January 2023: students return 
to school 
15-27 March: NAPLAN test period. 
22 March: Trinity College open 
Day. 
26 - 28 July 2023: Beeac PS 
cluster Urban Camp Melbourne, 
Grades 4,5 and 6 students 
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Parent Farm safety and 
more.  
Pictured here are a group of our big kids  
creating a safe farm under the capable  
direction of Brooke Greig one of Hesse Rural 
Health‘s community health nurses. Her visits 
will culminate in our Grade 5 and 6 students 
going on a farm visit on the 17th of  
November. 

Covid, advice not rules. 
Once again I find myself congratulating  
absolutely everyone in our fabulous school 
community, and I stress everyone, for using 
an extraordinary amount of common sense 
during what was a difficult two years during 

the height of the pandemic. Despite the sometimes questionable usefulness of some of the 
rules imposed on us all, they were always treated by our community with respect. In the  
interest of a collective common desire for everyone to stay healthy, everybody did what had 
to be done to get us through the tricky times. What follows is the latest of the Department’s 
updates. For me it is the end of a saga as we tear up and wave goodbye to the “Operations 
Guide” with it’s detailed requirements and mandated rules, and see it replaced with “covid 
advice”.  
What follows is the latest advice from the Government:  
COVID-19 isolation requirements 
It is strongly recommended that students: 

• who test positive to COVID-19 stay home and isolate for 5 days 

• should not attend school after 5 days if still symptomatic 

• who are symptomatic but have not tested positive should not attend school 

• advise the school of the COVID-19 positive test result 
Where students become symptomatic at school they should: be collected by their parents/
carers (and) undergo testing for COVID-19 
Reporting positive COVID-19 test results 
The Department of Health recommends that a person who tests positive for COVID-19 should 
inform those with whom they have recently been in contact, including their workplace, schools 
and household. 
Where a parent/carer informs the school by phone or written notification, the school (will) 
complete the Schools COVID Case Management Tool. 
Face masks 
Staff and students who wish to wear a face mask should be supported to do so, and schools 
should continue to make face masks available for staff, students and visitors. 
The Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who is a close 
contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 when leaving home. 
Additionally, the Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person 
who has COVID-19, for at least 7 days after a positive test, when they need to leave home.  
And that’s it, as far as me sharing with you information that families need to know. The more 
nuanced conversations which will now occur when we, for example, ask parents to collect a 
sick child from school, will, I’m sure, continue to be acted on, in the spirit of what is best for 
the whole community and without the need for rules and the now defunct operations guide. 
Back at our school we continue to use the six air purifiers each day. We continue to wash 
hands, and observe distance rules in the interest of good hygiene as much as a concern about 
covid. There is another batch of RATs which I will make sure get home to families in the next 
short time. 

Kara’s fairy garden: labourer wanted. 
The base of Kara’s garden will consist of a perimeter of concrete slabs and the middle will be 
filled with scoria. The material will be supplied by us, but we seek expressions of interest from 
anyone who may be interested in barrowing in the scoria and laying the concrete slabs. The 
expression of interest period will shut by close of business on Friday the 21st of October. Do 
contact us if you are interested. 

New electric solar system. 
Our present old system is being decommissioned and will be replaced with a new one. Work 
will begin on the project on Thursday the 27th of October. 

New Council date. 
Because of some meeting date clashes the next Council meeting has been moved to the 8th 
of November starting at the usual time of 7.00pm.. 

 

 
Beeac’s Garage,  

55 Main St., Beeac 

Servicing, break downs 

and repairs to late model 

cars, lawnmowers and 

some machinery. Towing 

cars available.  Now  

carrying out servicing on 

vehicle air conditioning. 

 
 

For all enquiries and 

bookings call Jason on 

0417 412 152 

 

 
Student of the week 
Violet Ohrwalder: Violet con-
sistently works extremely hard 
in all aspects. She is an excep-
tional student, exhibiting great 
leadership qualities 7/10 
Summah Thompson: for ap-
proaching her work in a calm 
and orderly manner. 14/10 
 
 

Term Dates Start Finish 

2022 Term 1 31/1 8/4 

2022 Term 2 26/4 24/6 

2022 Term 3 11/7 16/9 

2022 Term 4 3/10 20/12 

2023 Term 1 27/1 

teach

ers, 

30/1 

stu-

6/4 
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Sausages.  
Sue Bath our school chaplain has been with us for less 
than a year. She visits us every Wednesday and  
alternative Tuesdays. Pictured here are our students 
tucking in to a sausage BBQ which she ran last 
Wednesday. She has breathed new life in to our  
welfare structure as many of our parents already 
know. In addition she is a very organised chaplain. All 
the cupboards, the fridge and pantry in our staffroom 
have been systematically tidied up. Shelves are no 
longer filled with last year’s Christmas decorations.  

 
End of year timeline:  
Concert, overnight camp and end of year reports. 

New staff positions. 
Professional Learning Communities. 
Paul Maddern has been appointed our PLC Coordinator. Along with our local principals, Paul 
Maddern has been participating in a series of whole school day meetings over several weeks 
to hone his skills as our PLC coordinator. Now, regular weekly after-school meetings every 
Tuesday involve all our teaching staff carefully examining the progress of our students both at 
the individual and whole class level. Feedback from a variety of sources enable us to pinpoint 
weaknesses in our student learning and together we aim to better improve the next stage of 
each child’s learning cycle. 
Student Voice. 
Kara Wishart has been appointed our student Voice Coordinator. Readers will be aware that 
we have been meeting with other schools over two years to help us to give our children a 
genuine opportunity to own what they are learning at school. Next year as we move to our 
third and final year of development around the thoughts of Russell Quaglia, Kara will help us 
all to better focus on student achievement through finding ways that ensure that students feel 
a sense of value, acceptance, belonging, and ultimately self-worth.  

Small school visits. 
All grade six students from our local schools will be meeting at Birregurra on 21st of October 
and the 11th of November to get to know each other as they prepare to enrol for their new 
secondary school in 2023. 
Pre prep taster days term 4. 
Our pre prep taster days will be held on the last four Friday mornings this term: 25/11, 2/12, 
9/12, and 16/12.. 

Event   

Overnight school 

sleep over and Gel-

librand visit. 

Thursday 10 to 11/11 
  

Grade 6 Camp Thurs 8, Frid 9/12 

Whole school excur-

sion Melbourne Arts 

Centre Christmas 

melodies. 

Monday 12/12 

Reports go home Tuesday 13/12 

Student led teacher/ 

parent conferences 

Wednesday 14/12. 

Student and staff 

Christmas celebra-

tion lunch. 

Friday 16/12 

Concert. 
Last day of school 

for students in casu-

als. Normal 3.15pm 

finish time. All stu-

dents must leave. 

Monday 19/12 7.00pm start (Dusk ends 9.19pm) Open air on the 

school oval, with the hall as back up if we have inclement 

weather. 
  

Student free day. 

Staff clean up 

Tuesday 20/12 
  

Farmers Arms Beeac 

 

Mondays and Tuesday 

nights– kids eat half 

price with full paying 

adult 

 
Sunday $17 Sunday 

Roast, served with roast 

vegetables, warm roll 

and sauces to compli-

ment. 

 
 

For all enquiries and 

bookings call 5234 6341. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi All,   
Preps to Year 6 have been focusing Managing Stress and  Help Seeking…identifying the 

safe people we can talk to or ask for help if we have a problem that is bigger than we can 

handle alone.  We have thought about who those people are in our home situations, when 

we are at school and if we are out in our community. 
 

Teaching young people that it's ok to ask for help 

As adults we send messages about whether or not help seeking is ok. Be sure to send 
positive messages about asking for help. Here's some suggestions to get you started: 

• Accept that everybody needs help sometimes, including you! Recognise when you’re not managing 
and ask for help. 

• Reframe asking for help as a strength and not a weakness. Facing our fears about asking for help takes 
courage. 

• Respond positively when a young person asks you for help and try to give them your full attention. Or 
organise a time when you can talk uninterrupted. 

• Try not to minimise their feelings, thoughts, or situation. Show you understand that it’s hard to ask 
for help and that you care. 

• Avoid viewing help seeking as a sign of failure. Instead try viewing it as a normal part of life and as an 
important life skill. It’s ok to make mistakes! 

• Encourage young people to seek professional help when it’s needed. Instead of hoping that it will go 
away on its own, ask for professional help when you feel out of your depth. 

• Share a story with the young person in your life about a time when you needed help. Be open and 
honest about times when you needed extra support and how you went about asking for it. 

Allowing others to help you, sharing your struggles and being vulnerable with people you trust can 
strengthen your relationships.  

 

Kids Helpline 

 
 

Sue Bath, 

Chaplain 
at school  

every 

Wednesday 

and   

alternate 

Tuesday. 
 

Lost Property… 
 

I know but I have to ask…we have a 

number of unnamed jumpers in the 

lost property…are you missing a 

jumper or would you like a 

jumper…either way they it is time for 

a Spring clean…Term 4 they will be 

moved out 

…thanks. 






