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11 October: Swimming, Bluewater term 4 11/10, 18/10,
25/10, 8/11, 15/11 cancelled at
this stage.
12 October: Council meeting
7.00pm start.
27 October: Wide Smiles dental
visit.
1 November: school shut, professional development day all
staff. Students will not be required at school.
2 November: Melbourne Cup
15 November: to the 6 December inclusive. Pre prep half day
taster days
30 November: Colac SC small
schools Grade 6 transition day:
doubtful at this stage.
30 November: Trinity Grade 6
transition day: doubtful at this
stage.
7December: State wide Grade
6 transition day. Doubtful at this
stage.
16 December: School Concert
17 December: pupil free day,
school clean up
24 March 2022: National
NAPLAN test day including WA at
11.30am.
30 March to 1 April 1 2022:
Beeac PS cluster: Sovereign
Hill + three other schools
11 May: GRIP student leadership conference Geelong
13 May 2022: MSP photography .
26 - 28 July 2023: Beeac PS
cluster Urban Camp Melbourne,
Grades 4,5 and 6 students

Beeac Primary School is a child safe school

11 October 2021

Welcome back to term four.

Please let me start with a request that every family supplies a sun hat for their child as we move in to
the months where young developing children need maximum protection from the harmful effects of
spending too long in the sun. School hats can be purchased from our front office at any time for $12.
Any hat that gives protection would be better than no hat.
We have published the detail of how all Regional Government Primary Schools will open up in term
four on COMPASS and via letters home . This information is also published elsewhere in this
newsletter. If you would like more detail do please contact me. As you can see we expect everybody
to be back on the site on Tuesday the 27th of October.
You can rest assured that whatever is happening and whoever is meant to be in, we will continue to
deliver a breakfast every morning.
Some “push backs” due to the present restrictions continue to be our book week dress up day, and
swimming. We still haven’t given up on them though. Nor have we given up on future plans including
the end of year Concert, the end of year Grade 6 trip and a possible on-site whole school camp
similar to the one we held last Christmas.

Mask wearing for students: announced Friday 8th
October.

The Chief Health Officer has said that additional cases in Regional Victoria have prompted new rules
about mask wearing at schools, with all school children in Grade 3 and above required to wear masks
indoors at school. The date for when this will start has been reported in the press as being Monday
the 18th of October. Masks indoors at school will be strongly recommended but nor compulsory for
children in Prep to Grade two. I am waiting to hear from the Department of Education what this
means for our school in terms of how and when this will actually be implemented. Do please be
patient as I wait to get direction from the Department. I don’t expect that it will cause many
problems if the example of what has happened already at all Government Secondary Colleges is
anything to go by.

After school basketball
term four.

Basketball will begin tomorrow Tuesday the
12th of October from 3.40pm to 4.30pm.
Tamzyn and Shellie Harty will again be
coaching this term’s very successful
sessions. I would strongly encourage
everyone to consider sending their children
to these sessions. They have now been
running for three terms. A sign of their
success has been the fact that three
different families have decided to enrol their
children for basketball in Colac. Lilly Keating,
Hayley Clarke and Maddy Cahill have all
joined up. Tamzyn and Shellie will also be
the coaches in those Colac sessions.
Tomorrow’s session will run for Preps,1,2.3
and 4 students only. Sadly our Grades 5 and
6 students won't be able to join us until we
are all back full time on Tuesday the 26th of October.

Welcome Trista Hale.

Trista has just been appointed from the start of Term 4
as an integration aide at our school. She comes with a
wealth of experience having worked at Linton Primary
School for five years and also at Colac Specialist School.
She has already made herself most welcome with our
students. Every morning at the start of the day and at
every morning recess she is out in the playground
walking around and getting to know our students. If you
happen to spot her when your are visiting, do please
introduce yourself to her.

Sue Bath: school chaplain.
Student of the week.
No student: Covid
No student: Covid

As readers can see, Sue has published the second of her
articles. She visited us all for the first time last
Wednesday and, like Trista, took no time at all to get out
and about at lunch and break to meet all the children
who were at school on the day.
She also led a classroom activity in which our kids made
kites. Her article today touches on the topic of resilience.
If you’re interested in the connection between flying kites
and resilience you’ll need to go and read the article on
page 6.
Why not have a go at solving the riddle whilst you’re
reading her article?
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Job advertisement one: Outside School Hours Care
educator.

We continue to await the announcement from the government about whether or not we have
been successful with our bid to run an after school hours care facility in 2021. During the
holidays our website, which hosts the job tender went down, so unfortunately we have had to
extend the due by date slightly to allow outside providers to make submissions. At least one
organisation, TheirCare, have approached our school wanting to know about the potential to
recruit local people to work as educators. In this edition readers will find an advert seeking
interested people. It should be stressed that people without any formal qualifications would be
welcome to apply for the position as long as they have enrolled in a course of study prior to
taking up their employment. Do please give me or the organisation a ring if you think you
might be interested. This advert does not imply that TheirCare already have become the
successful tender. As mentioned above, we are still calling for tenders, indeed, should we be
successful with our submission the position has the potential to be a very good business
opportunity for anyone who might be interested.

Job advertisement two: school gardener.
Beeac
Mechanical,
55 Main St., Beeac
Servicing, break downs
and repairs to late model
cars, lawnmowers and
some machinery. Towing
cars available. Now
carrying out servicing on
vehicle air conditioning.
For all enquiries and
bookings call Damien on
0417 412 152

Because of his increased commitments Col Coysh, our present gardener, has had to hand in
his resignation as our school gardener. I expect our School Council to call for people who
might be interested in the part time position to submit an expression of interest to our school.
The position is a genuine vacancy, and we would love to see as many people as possible apply
for the position. A job description has been published elsewhere in this newsletter, with the
expectation that the job will involve a base two hours work a week, starting as soon as
possible after the successful applicant is appointed. Do please lodge your expression of
interest with the school by the close of business Wednesday the 20th October.

Anyone for tennis?

Tennis continues to be a popular after school activity for many children in Beeac. Families who
are interested are encouraged to contact Beeac Tennis Club who are looking for players for
their junior side. If your child is interested in playing this season please contact Kim Bayne
0408 393 580 or Kate Watts 0419 305 411.

Pre Prep taster days: they can’t happen yet though.

This is a reprint of last term’s article. Nothing new has been added to it.
After consulting with our 2022 Prep parents, it would appear that the day which suits
everyone best will be Mondays. Starting on Monday the 15th of November and finishing on
the 6th of December, we will welcome our preppies in for morning visits from 9.00—12.30pm.
Our new students will sit in the class that they will be working in next year, and they will
participate in a number of activities that will be different from the rest of the room. We also
ask that each child packs a morning snack, and drink, but they will eat their lunch when they
leave us.
As the title suggest, as much as we might wish it, present Covid restrictions will need to be
eased before this activity can go ahead.

Vaccination news and your concerns.

In line with the Victorian Government’s plan to reopen Victoria, the Education Department is
strongly encouraging all eligible students to be vaccinated for their own safety and to support
the safety of the community. Vaccinations for our students are voluntary, however, the more
students who are vaccinated, the more protected our community and our school will be.
By contrast, the Victorian Chief Health Officer has determined that vaccination will be
mandatory for staff who work in schools. This includes principals, teachers, administration and
education support staff, including casual relief teachers (CRTs) pre-service teachers,
volunteers including parents who work as volunteers, student teachers, and other members of
the public who work at our school. All staff are required to be fully vaccinated by 29th
November 2021 unless a medical exemption applies and they will also be required to show
evidence of their vaccination status.
If you continue to have concerns about any of this I encourage you to consider the
information at coronavirus.vic.gov.au, regarding COVID-19 vaccines/testing.

Rotary East and reading.
Term Dates

Start

Finish

2021 Term 4

4/10

17/12

2022 Term 1

31/1

8/4

2022 Term 2

26/4

24/6

2022 Term 3

11/7

16/9

2022 Term 4

3/10

20/12

John Scarrott has doggedly pursued his
efforts to read three picture books to our
younger students. An excellent idea of Colac
East’s Rotary, it’s aim is to encourage the
enjoyment of reading. Every child will get to
choose and keep one of the books.
Unfortunately, because of the Covid
protection rules, time has run out for John.
He has decided to pass the baton to Kara
Wishart. As the picture shows, Kara has
agreed to accept the job and is accepting
the last of the books which she will be
reading to our little kids.
The books are: Dogger, The Deep and On
the Way Home. Students will shortly be
bringing home the book that they have
chosen..
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Beeac
Mechanical,
55 Main St., Beeac
Servicing, break downs
and repairs to late model
cars, lawnmowers and
some machinery. Towing
cars available. Now
carrying out servicing on
vehicle air conditioning.
For all enquiries and
bookings call Damien on
0417 412 152

Front garden update.

Apart from a few minor upgrades and more fencing, including gates, the front garden has
nearly been completed. This week bench seats and shadesail were added to the break out
area.

Fantasy Garden: a fundraiser to create a garden
outside the little room.

Students at Beeac Primary School are excited to announce the release of our 2022 calendar.
We are selling them as a fundraiser in hopes of creating a Fairy Garden for the school outside
the little room. The featured images were from a drawing competition we held during l
ockdown. If you wish to assist us in raising funds for our endeavor, please fill in the form
enclosed with this newsletter and sell to your family and friends.
THE CHILDREN THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!

Week2. When does my child come to school?
I humbly thank everyone for playing their part during this unique time. As I listen to the stories of
what is happening in some other schools, I continue to be really, really, really, grateful for the great
common sense of our parent community as we remain nimble and dance our way through what
must surely be the last few weeks of covid lockdowns. The State is rapidly approaching its 70% and
80% vaccination targets and as that happens life will return to some sort of normality.
There is also a simple diagrammatic summary of what will happen at our school for the next two
weeks. What follows is what will happen in a bit more detail this coming week

Monday 11th October *
The same as week 1. That is all Grades P-2 come to school for lessons with Kara, and all 3-6 for
lessons on Skype with Paul.

Tuesday 12th October and Wednesday 13th October*
All P-2
Come to school, lessons with Kara
All 3 and 4
Come to school, lessons with Karen
There will be no Skype for Grades 3 and 4 on Tuesday and Wednesday
All 5 and 6
No attendance at school for 5 and 6
Skype lessons from home with Paul

Thursday 14th October and Friday 15th October*
All P-2
Come to school, lessons with Kara
All 3 and 4
Skype from home with Karen
No attendance at school for 3 and 4
All 5 and 6
Come to school for lessons with Paul
There will be no Skype for Grades 5 and 6 on Thursday and Friday

* Vulnerable children and children of people on the authorised provider and authorised worker list
are able to continue attending onsite each day.
* No off site tuition. However tuition will occur at school.

GARDENER AND HANDYMAN DUTIES
Duties

• Mowing and edging of lawns and nature strips
• Raking of leaves etc
• Trimming of vegetation on the school grounds. This will involve keeping the grounds tidy and free
of weeds and garden refuse. In particular, ensure that fire hazards are avoided
• Occasional removal of tree limbs
• Maintenance of garden beds
• Remove debris from all kerbing, drains and channels by sweeping, shovelling or vacuuming
• Clean out all silt and rubbish traps and pits
• Spraying of weeds
• Occasional rubbish removal to tip
• Occasional planting
• Watering
• Sweeping of Covered Way
• Liaising with tradesmen and contractors engaged to do garden related tasks
• Cleaning spouting and gutters of leaves etc
• Driving mower
• Some picking up of litter
• Small items of general maintenance such as pressure cleaning the outside school buildings,
cleaning gutters, unblocking drains. These items to be discussed with the Principal prior to their
commencement
• Small handyman items such as hanging pictures, painting small areas. These items to be discussed
with the Principal prior to their commencement
Specific considerations
To clean all paths, concrete areas and in particular doorways to ensure freedom from litter.
To plan each fortnight’s work in consultation with the Principal and the year planner (see last page).
To be available for a total of 2 base hours per week.
The work, especially poisoning and lawn mowing will not normally be done during the time when
students are at school
As part of the role the successful applicant will be required to obtain a working with children check.
All chemicals and other hazardous material will need to be kept in the locked storage locker in the
gardening shed
Safety and protective gear must be worn at all times whilst working with machinery and hazardous
materials
Working Bees are organised from time to time by the School Council and we would welcome
attendance at this meeting, and would also welcome input and requests relating to possible projects.
Before ordering equipment, seedlings, fertilisers, paint etc, agreement must be sought from the
Principal and an order form must be written out and signed before purchases are made.
Keys to the school, shed and equipment will be supplied by the school, but remain the property of the
school.
Fuel, paid for by the school, will need to be purchased by the gardener/ handyman

Equipment (supplied)
• Motor Mower: ride on and hand held
• Edge trimmer
• Brooms
• Hoe
• Leaf Rakes
• Hoses, tap fittings
• Pruning saw
• 15 litre pump spray
• Hedge cutters
• Shovel/Spades/Wheelbarrow

In summary, the gardener and handyman is required to take an overall responsibility for the
upkeep of, good appearance and improvement of the school. In particular:
• To maintain the school gardens;
• To carry out minor repairs and adjustments.
• To keep all fixtures such as play equipment, fences, railings, etc. in neat condition;
• To assist in security measures by keeping doors and gates closed, as appropriate.

Jan
Pruning
Brush
cutting
Prep for
school
return
Removing
debris

Feb
Clean
cobwebs
Clean
outside of
buildings
Removing
debris

Mar
Clean
gutters
Removing
debris
Mower
maintenance
to Colac

Apr
Running
repairs on
buildings,
fences etc
Removing
debris

May
Grass cutting
Mower
maintenance
Removing
debris

June
Grass
cutting
Brush
cutting
Tree
trimming
as needed
Spraying
weeds
Flower
pruning
Removing
debris

Jly
Grass
cutting
Brush
trimming
Tree
trimming
as needed
Spraying
weeds
Removing
debris

Aug
Grass
cutting
Brush
cutting
Tree
trimming
as needed
Spraying
weeds
Removing
debris

Sep
Grass
cutting
Brush
cutting
Tree
trimming
as needed
Spraying
weeds
Removing
debris

Oct
Grass
cutting
Brush
cutting
Tree
trimming
as needed
Spraying
weeds
Removing
debris

Nov
Grass
cutting
Brush
cutting
Trimming
as needed
Spraying
weeds
Cleaning
up the
flowers
Removing
debris

Dec
Re school
finishes:
Grass
cutting
Brush
cutting
Spraying
weeds
Removing
debris

