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21 August Barking Spiders Arts
Council project begins and runs
every Friday. POSTPONED
27 August: student parade will
take place from 9.00am onwards. Parents welcome. POSTPONED. WILL GO AHEAD AT A
LATER DATE
30 August: Colac SC school
transition visit. POSTPONED
31 August: online NAPLAN
practise test for all Grade 3 and
5 students. POSTPONED
7 & 14 September. Grade 6
transition excursion to Birregurra
PS
9 September. School Council
Finance meeting 4.00pm start
CANCELLED
13 to 17 September: bike ed
for big kids.
14 September: School Council
meeting starts at 7.00pm. CANCELLED
24 September: likely date Friday before AFL Grand Final,
public holiday.
7 October: Finance meeting
4.00pm start
11 October: Swimming, Bluewater term 4 11/10, 18/10,
25/10, 8/11, 15/11
12 October: Council meeting
7.00pm start.
27 October: Wide Smiles dental
visit.
1 November: school shut, professional development day all
staff. Students will not be required at school.
2 November: Melbourne Cup
30 November: Colac SC small
schools Grade 6 transition day.
30 November: Trinity Grade 6
transition day
7December: State wide Grade
6 transition day.
24 March 2021: National
NAPLAN test day including WA at
11.30am.
16 December: School Concert
17 December: pupil free day,
school clean up
30 March to 1 April 1 2022:
Sovereign Hill Grades 5 & 6 +
three other schools
11 May: GRIP student leadership conference Geelong
13 May 2022: MSP photography .
26 - 28 July 2023: Beeac PS
cluster Urban Camp Melbourne,
Grades 4,5 and 6 students

Student of the week.
Lili Vassiliou: for positively
receiving feedback in literacy
and listening attentively in
Maths conferences
No student: Covid 27/8

Beeac Primary School is a child safe school

30 August 2021

Lock down 6,part 2.

if you are not accessing COMPASS, you will be missing out on key updates which we can’t easily get
to you whilst the school is in off-site learning mode. Do contact us if you would like help getting on.
Some of the key messages from the last fortnight are reprinted here. My apologies if they are old
news for some of you.
Since I last wrote Regional schools have been required to re-enter lock down 6, a period that has
now been endured by metropolitan schools since Thursday the 6th of August. I guess we country
schools can be thankful we’ve only had to suffer for a fortnight at this stage. I won’t attempt to use a
crystal ball to guess when we are really going to be open for business again. Nevertheless, Covid-19
has taken a wrecking ball to much of our non-core educational program this year. For example the
number of excursions and incursions which have run this year can be counted on almost one hand.
Prior to 2020, on average, we were running an excursion at least every other week. We are aware
therefore that a portion of this year’s family fees will not be spent. At this stage it is not possible to
calculate that amount, because we still have further potential excursions ahead of us. Once we get
towards the end of the year we will be in a much better position to calculate what we will need to
return or, with your agreement, keep as a credit as we move to 2022.

Parent contributions in 2022.

The Department has decided to define much more tightly what will be parent and voluntary contributions from the start of 2022. Traditionally our school has wrapped all our requests in to an inexpensive one off fee payable at the start of the year. That has meant that every child has everything that
they need from the get-go to begin the year, including access to all excursions. At this stage it seems
unlikely that we will be able to do that. Instead the Department’s decision will push a lot more work
back on to families to supply their own children with items for school. Decisions about whether to
participate and pay for each excursion will also need to be made by each family throughout the year.
Unfortunately this time consuming process has the potential to create two classes of students in our
school, and that’s not a good look for any of the State’s primary schools caught up in this situation.

School Council meeting updates.

The next School Council meeting and Finance Committee meetings of the 9th of September and the
14th of September have been cancelled. The new dates are now: Finance 7 October and Council 12
October.

Father’s Day presents: good on you PFA.

Once again, I’m astonished and grateful to the huge amount of effort and time that our Parents and
Friends put in to their efforts. As covid 19 continues to disrupt, our parent body refuses to die. Over
17 families sent in, by various means, designs for the upcoming presents. Good on you all for keeping on keeping on, and well done to Jenny Clarke and friends for making considerable efforts to get
the job done. The presents will be arriving at school to be taken home from 3.00pm this Friday the
3rd. The school will be open until 5.00pm for parents to pick up their purchases.

Third time lucky.

Do please welcome Sue Bath to our community. Sue
may be known to some of you as the school chaplain at Birregurra PS. She has been working there
for over eight years and comes to us highly recommended because of the good work that she has
done there. Our picture is an actual screen shot of
the interview that we conducted last week prior to
her appointment. She will begin her work with us on
the 6th of September and alternate two days one
week and one day the following week.

A live theatrical performance.

Pictured here is Penelope Bartlau leading our big
kids on the first day of our new Arts Council funded
project. The funding, successfully applied for by
Karen Cherry, will see our children produce and star
in a live theatre production with a twist: each of the
performances will be beamed to a live audience
over the internet.
At this stage covid 19 has weighed in to postpone
the initial timeline, so it is possible that the finished
production may not occur until sometime in 2022.
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Pre prep taster days

Giving pre Prep students an opportunity to get to know their new school is something that we
look forward to organising each year starting from mid term 4. Kara Wishart will shortly be
contacting our 2022 families to see which half day will suit everyone best, and will post the
information in our next newsletter.

Out of school hours
family business opportunity

BEEAC 3251
PRINCIPAL:
ANDREW ROGERS
PH. 03 5234 6463

Beeac
Mechanical,
55 Main St., Beeac
Servicing, break downs
and repairs to late model
cars, lawnmowers and
some machinery. Towing
cars available. Now
carrying out servicing on
vehicle air conditioning.
For all enquiries and
bookings call Damien on
0417 412 152

Readers will be aware that we want
to provide an on-site out of school
hours care centre from the start of
2022. We are now seeking expressions of interest for an Out of
School Hours Care provider, pending successful State Government
grant funding of $75,000 each year
for three years. The expression has
been posted on to our school’s website for members of the public to consider. It goes without
saying that this would be an excellent opportunity for local families to consider. There are
many examples of well-run family businesses who presently provide good services. If you or
people you know are interested, do please visit the school’s website to view the expression of
interest tender. The following timeline will apply:
•
School site visit date: 13 September
•
EOI Closing date: 30 September
•
EOI proposals shortlisted by: 7 October
•
Extraordinary meeting of School Council: 12 October
•
Decision made regarding preferred service provider: 12 October
•
Preferred service provider informed of decision and beginning of contract negotiations:
13 October
•
Commencement of service to the School: 31 January 2022.

Fabulous NAPLAN news

They say that bad news always sells more newspapers than good news. So it will be no surprise to me if you hadn’t heard the following good news about our State’s NAPLAN results:
‘The state ranked first in all subjects across all year levels bar year 9 writing, results from the
nationwide test conducted in May reveal. Superstars include Victorian year 3 students with 99
per cent at or above the writing standard, compared with the national average of 96.9 per
cent. Other standouts include year 5s, whose results were at least two percentage points
higher than the national average in all categories. It comes despite Victorian students and
their parents having endured up to 28 weeks of remote learning more than any other state since the pandemic began’ – Herald Sun, 25-08-2021, p.1.
If you are interested in reading about more detail of our State’s success, there is an article
published elsewhere in this edition entitled, “NAPLAN 2021 results”.

Covid news

The Victorian Government aims for all final year (Year 12) students to be vaccinated by the
time they sit their end-of-year exams. In addition to this, the Government is aiming to provide
at least one dose for children aged 12 and older by the end of the school year, subject to the
available supply of vaccines and advice from the Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) advice of the vaccination of children aged 12 to 15.

Earlier school finishing time proposed in 2022

Term Dates

Start

Finish

2021 Term 2

19/4

25/6

2021 Term 3

12/7

17/9

2021 Term 4

4/10

17/12

2022 Term 1

31/1

8/4

2022 Term 2

26/4

24/6

2022 Term 3

11/7

16/9

2022 Term 4

3/10

20/12

An earlier article sought feedback for a proposal from our School Council that the end of the
school day will change to 3.15pm from the start of 2022. Our prime motivation for doing this,
is that our lunch time of three quarters of an hour is proving to be too long for our children to
enjoy their free time together productively. In the earlier article we outlined how we had tried
to address this challenge by introducing many different lunch time activities including a lunch
time iPad club and break dancing, all to no avail. If there is no strong opposition to the idea,
the end of the day 3.15pm trial would begin at the start of 2022 for a year.
The earlier article called for community feedback, which has been difficult to receive because
of our covid lockdown, so the time for this opportunity has been extended. Do please contact
any of us if you wish to share your thoughts both positive and negative. We have a large
sheet of paper in the staff room on to which we add any feedback we receive. This feedback
from you will be taken to the next Council meeting.

Long term plan for our back oval: please join a working party
It’s still going ahead. Contact us if you wish to contribute your ideas. We have access to up to
$17,000 and a completion date of 1st of November to get started on a four year plan.
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Farmers Arms Beeac
Mondays and Tuesday
nights– kids eat half
price with full paying
adult
Sunday $17 Sunday
Roast, served with roast
vegetables, warm roll
and sauces to
compliment.
For all enquiries and
bookings call 5234 6341.

Giving student wellbeing support during COVID-19
restrictions: reprint from COMPASS

Readers of our newsletter will have seen regular articles written by Michael Grose that feature
discussions about topics to do with living with Covid and how to deal with various family problems associated with this.
What follows are a number of other resources that families can access. There are a range of
guidance and support services available during COVID- 19 restrictions.
This Departmental site has tips about the following topics;
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/managing-screen-time-health-andwellbeing?Redirect=1
•
Managing screen time and online safety
•
Looking after your child's wellbeing
•
Looking after your child's mental health
•
Physical activity and healthy eating
•
Talking to your child about COVID-19
•
Taking care of yourself
•
Online parenting advice
There are some excellent resources here, and some that are not so good in my opinion, so do
please pick what fits your family.
In addition I've enclosed a copy of, "Parent wellbeing activities Primary".
Again it's worth picking through activities that you'd be comfortable doing with your family. I
know that Paul and Kara have already used some of these activities.
Keep in touch with us. Let's hope we're back at school soon.

Compulsory mask wearing at Beeac PS? Reprint from
COMPASS.
A couple of anxious parents have asked me today if mask wearing is now compulsory at primary schools. It is not. This is the recent advice that I have received:
Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the following requirements for wearing a face mask apply to all schools. It is now recommended that primary-school-age children
wear masks while indoors and outdoors, except when in the home or when an exception applies. However, it is not mandatory.

On-site supervision requests: note the new rules for
essential workers. Reprint from COMPASS.

CategoryA
Children where both parents and/or carers are considered authorised workers who cannot
work from home, work for an authorised provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be made. Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers,
working outside the home for their children to be eligible for on-site provision at school.
For single parents/carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home for their
children to be eligible for on-site provision at school. An authorised worker permit is now required for parents in regional Victoria requesting on-site supervision for their child/ren under
Category A as an authorised worker. In rare circumstances, a parent/carer does not need a
worker permit. This includes people employed in law enforcement, emergency services or
health care workers who carry employer-issued photographic identification. More information
is available at https:authorised provider and authorised worker permit
CategoryB
Children experiencing vulnerability, including:
•
in out-of-home care
•
deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service,
and assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home
•
identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable (including via referral
from a government agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or
youth justice service or mental health or other health service)
Where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable because they cannot learn from home, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family stress,
the school must provide on-site supervision for that student. This may apply to students enrolled in specialist schools and students with a disability enrolled in mainstream schools.

In summary
For Parents who fit Category B: "children who are experiencing vulnerability", there are no
changes to the requirements for students to attend our school.
For Parents who fit Category A, "authorised workers", there is some added paperwork that we
require. Parents/carers requesting on-site supervision because they are authorised workers
must provide the school with a copy of an authorised worker form as soon as practicable after
it is issued..

