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16 August: music festival
school performance at Costa
Hall. Parents welcome, pending
covid restrictions. CANCELLED
20 August: last day for parents
to complete the on-line opinion
survey
21 August Barking Spiders Arts
Council project begins and runs
every Friday.
22 August: last day for completing the anonymous online
parent opinion survey.
23 August: last day for returning form and money for Father’s
Day gift.
27 August: student parade will
take place from 9.00am onwards. Parents welcome.
30 August: Colac SC school
transition visit.
31 August: online NAPLAN
practise test for all Grade 3 and
5 students7 & 14 September.
Grade 6 transition excursion to
Birregurra PS
9 September. School Council
Finance meeting 4.00pm start
14 September: School Council
meeting starts at 7.00pm
24 September: likely date Friday before AFL Grand Final,
public holiday.
11 October: Swimming, Bluewater term 4 11/10, 18/10,
25/10, 8/11, 15/11
27 October: Wide Smiles dental
visit.
1 November: school shut, professional development day all
staff. Students will not be required at school.
2 November: Melbourne Cup
30 November: Colac SC small
schools Grade 6 transition day.
7December: State wide Grade
6 transition day.
March 30 to 1 April 1 2022:
Sovereign Hill Grades 5 & 6 +
three other schools
13 May 2022: MSP photography .
PTO: Term dates 2021 onwards

Student of the week.
No student: Covid 6/8
Maddy Cahill: for her outstanding efforts in literacy 13/8

Beeac Primary School is a child safe school

16 August 2021

Post lock down 6.

Our school is changing. We continue to provide high quality teaching with a dedicated
and highly professional teaching staff. This
is most strongly evidenced by our most recent annual report data that shows that our
Maths and English scores are significantly
better than most other primary schools in
our State.
In recent months our school has started
putting plans in place for a bigger school in
a bigger Beeac. These plans include:
•
the front of our school now has new
child proof fencing and a new garden.
•
We have applied for funding to set
up an out of school hours child minding
facility. We have made an application for
funding, and at this stage wait in line with
many other schools to see if we will become
one of 150 schools in the State to receive the funding.
•
Next year we will be introducing changes to our school uniform. (See article elsewhere in this
newsletter edition).
•
We have moved much of our parent communication, including absences, from newsletters and
letters to COMPASS and Facebook.
•
Plans are afoot to increase the number of classes at our school or increase the amount of specialist help for more of our students.
•
An application has been made to secure funding for the replacement of the roof on our main
building. Like every other school in the State we await the outcome of this funding application.
As part of these changes to better serve the needs of our growing community, we also want to
change our school business hours. Please read the article elsewhere in this newsletter.
Finally we seek to develop a long term plan for our back oval, and look for volunteers to sit on a
working party to steer these decisions over a timeline of four years.
What’s in
Basketball after school every Tuesday, Dental visits on the 27th of October, farm safety education
visits continues for Grades 5 and 6 students, personal development education for Grades 5 and 6
students, Premiers Reading Challenge, Book Week, Barking Spiders Arts Council project every Friday,
starting the 20th of August. Small schools big connections excursion for Grade 6 students on the 7th
and 14th of September.
What’s out
Jump Rope for Heart postponed to term 4
16 August: music festival school performance at Costa Hall. Parents welcome, pending covid restrictions. CANCELLED
Elsewhere in this newsletter
My thanks to Kara Wishart for preparing our school to participate in this year’s MS Readathon, and
getting publicity for this in to the Colac Herald, (published elsewhere.)
My thanks to Jenny Clarke and friends for organising this year’s Parents and Friends Father’s Day
presents.
If you are a prep parent, you have an opportunity to provide feedback to the Department about the
prep bag that your child received at the start of this year. Please find the hotlink and article published
elsewhere in this newsletter.

A shorter finish time of 3.15pm from February 2022.

We now seek feedback as a result of a recommendation from our School Council that, like the majority of other local schools, we change our operating times so that our school will finish earlier at
3.15pm. We want to shorten our lunch play time from 45 minutes to 30 minutes. Our records show
that the majority of negative behaviour and physical injuries at our school occur in the last 15
minutes of lunch playtime. Readers will be aware that to address this problem we have introduced
many new lunch time activities this year, including an iPad club, break dance, student lead sports
activities and we have doubled the number of teachers on yard duty in the last 15 minutes of lunch
time play. Education programs centred around restorative practices, the dreaded green seat, a rewards system for positive social behaviour and regular assembly discussions have failed to stem the
trend in our otherwise well behaved children. In this day and age, many of our students find it a hard
stretch to play amicably together for a full 45 minutes. Rather than wait every lunch time for yet another unhappy outcome, we want to shorten the time to a more manageable 30 minutes.
No questionnaire that I can think of could put your response to this proposal in to a useful format. I
imagine that the finishing change time will have little impact on most families. No doubt there will be
some families that this will benefit and some that it will cause problems for. (At this stage we are not
in a position to say that out of school hours care will be available to fill a 15 minute early finish gap).
We are a small enough school for everyone to feel they can approach one of our staff to share their
thoughts. Instead, of a survey, we would love you to talk to any of us about this proposal and we will
record your comments and take them forward to the next school council meeting for a final decision
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Beeac
Mechanical,
55 Main St., Beeac
Servicing, break downs
and repairs to late model
cars, lawnmowers and
some machinery. Towing
cars available. Now
carrying out servicing on
vehicle air conditioning.
For all enquiries and
bookings call Damien on
0417 412 152

Updated school uniform

Council have approved the following updates to
our school uniform. We will officially make the
changes from the start of next year, but because
our new prep grades will be buying the uniform
soon, we expect to have the changes in place
from the start of term four. These will be the new
additions:
•
A short and full sleeve new t-shirt (picture
enclosed)
•
A winter soft shell jacket (picture enclosed)
•
A new broader brimmed sun hat
All other parts of our uniform will stay the same.
All our new uniform will be sold from an outside
supplier. We intend using either Borne Apparel or
Hip Pocket as our external suppliers. This decision
will be made before the end of this term.
Once our old school stock is exhausted, it too will
be sold in Colac. The sun hats will also be available from our school.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
people who sat on the Council working party, and
Tammy Coysh for the work they have done to
make these changes

Olympics

Everybody had great fun last Friday the 13th of
August when five teams of competitors met to
prepare their banners, parade their uniform and
compete in Beeac PS own Olympic Day. Pictured
here are the green team beginning to make their
banners for the day. The end of the day was
equally busy, with staff frantically calculating the
scores to make sure that everyone was fairly
judged. Congratulations to the black team who
were overall winners for the day.

Parent opinion survey: form
in this newsletter.

As noted in our previous newsletter, our school is
conducting a survey to find out what parents think
of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is anonymous. A letter with the password went home last
weekend. Please contact us if you still need it. The
date for completing it is the 22nd of August

Grade six fund raising

Pictured here are our Grade 6 students busy at
work serving sausages, hamburgers and a soft
drink to eager Olympic competitors last Friday.
Paul Maddern had organised the students to offer
the food as part of a fund raising effort in preparation for the traditional annual end of the year
Grade 6 excursion.

Long term plan for our back
oval: please join a working
party

Term Dates

Start

Finish

2021 Term 2

19/4

25/6

2021 Term 3

12/7

17/9

2021 Term 4

4/10

17/12

2022 Term 1

31/1

8/4

2022 Term 2

26/4

24/6

2022 Term 3

11/7

16/9

2022 Term 4

3/10

20/12

Fire retarding native plants, a walking track and
the inclusion of native ways of organizing and
looking after our land. These are just some interesting thoughts that we will be asking a working
party to consider as they begin to think about how
some recent funding could be used to develop a four year plan around a better way to develop our back oval to be a fun place and an educational experience for all our children. Interested in joining a group of like-minded people in developing a plan? We have access to up to
$17,000 and a completion date of 1st of November to get started on a four year plan.
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Rotary West reading to kids

Pictured here is John Scarrott, a regular visitor who comes each
year to read three books, one each week, to our eager junior students. At the end of John’s visits, our students choose one of the
books to keep for themselves. We thank John for his effort and
Rotary West for helping instil a love of reading amongst our children.

Tom Rieniets
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Visitors will be aware that over the last two weeks there has been
a very tall teaching student working with Kara Wishart to teach
our little kids. Tom is in the third year of his Degree at Deakin
University, and we have greatly enjoyed his time with us this year.

BEEAC PROGRESS ASSOCIATION:
Footpath in Lang Street

The following article is reprinted from the Beeac
Progress Association’s newsletter
The asphalt footpath in Lang Street is due to be
replaced due to its deterioration. Council has allocated funding to construct a new concrete footpath in the 2021/22 financial year. It is proposed
that the footpath will be extended to provide
concrete footpath connections along Main Street
to the existing School Crossing.
The Beeac Primary School has made a request to
the Colac Otway Shire to have the School Crossing on the Main Street moved south, to the other
side of the Main Street / Lang Street intersection
for the following reasons:
The majority of children that use the crossing live

on the south side of Lang Street.
Overall visibility of the crossing will be improved.
The school is also requesting a new footpath be constructed along the south side of Lang
Street from Main Street, with the addition of a new school crossing out the front of the school
to cater to the students/families living on the south side of Lang Street. If a new crossing is
installed out the front of the school, it is a requirement to provide concrete footpath connections to the crossing.
Council does not have the budget to construct new footpaths on both sides of Lang Street.
The options are:
1.
Replace the existing asphalt path on the north side of Lang Street with a concrete footpath that would extend around the Main Street corner to the existing School Crossing.
The replacement concrete footpath will be from the school crossing to the Recreation
Reserve entrance.
2.
If the Main Street School Crossing is moved further south, construct a new concrete
path in front of the 2 houses in Main Street, to Lang Street. Installation of a pedestrian
refuge on Lang Street at the intersection, for safe pedestrian crossing. Replacement of
the existing asphalt path with a new concrete footpath along the north side of Lang
Street to the Recreation Reserve.
3.
If the Main Street School Crossing is moved further south, a new concrete path to be
constructed from the crossing around the corner and along the south side of Lang
Street (in front of the new houses), to a new pedestrian crossing over to the Community Health Centre and the Primary School. The exact location of the pedestrian crossing
would need to be determined to cater to both the Community Health Centre and Primary School. The footpath would extend on the north side from the crossing to the
Recreation Reserve entrance.
The existing asphalt path from the Main Street corner to the Lang Street pedestrian
crossing would be decommissioned. I.e., the existing asphalt path would be dug up
and removed, with the area being reseeded to establish a grass nature strip.
The things to remember are:
Council has committed to funding the construction of a concrete footpath in Lang Street in the
2021/22 financial year (we have funding to construct a concrete path in Lang Street). The
decision will need to be made on which side of the street it is constructed on. There is funding
for ONE path only.
Vic Roads will have to be consulted on shifting the School Crossing on Main Street.
The residents in Lang Street will be asked on which side of Lang Street they would like the
concrete footpath.
This information has been prepared by:
Colac Otway Shire, Beeac Progress Association, Beeac Primary School Council.
This matter will be discussed at the next Progress Association meeting in August. We will formulate a response to the proposals to ensure that the views of the community members that
are impacted, are taken in to consideration when a decision is made on which option is preferred. If anyone would like any further information, please contact: Wendy Parker
0352346284..

