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11 May. Council m eeting
starts at 7.00pm
11-13 May: N AP LAN paper
test
14 May: Year 6 to 7 Grade 6
students return transition forms
to Beeac PS. 4 August: parents
informed of secondary school
outcomes by this day.
17 May: w hole school staff
PD. School shut.
20 May: Colac prim ary
schools golf tournament.
21 May: P-2 excursion to Anakie Fairy Park.
26 May: Colac Lightning
Prems. Netball and football
14 June: Queens Birthday,
public holiday.
23 to 25 June: R oses Gap
Grades 3,4,5&6 + three other
schools
16 August: music festival
school performance at Costa
Hall. Parents welcome. Date not
yet confirmed.
24 September: likely date
Friday before AFL Grand Final,
public holiday.
11 October: Sw im m ing, Bluewater term 4 11/10, 18/10,
25/10, 1/11, 8/11
1 November: school shut,
professional development day all
staff. Students will not be required at school.
2 November: M elbourne Cup
March 30 to 1 April 1 2022:
Sovereign Hill Grades 5 & 6 +
three other schools
PTO: Term dates 2021

Beeac Primary School is a child safe school

10 May 2021

A testing time

NAPLAN testing: we love it. This week for three days our Grades three and five students will spend a
total of nearly four hours having their Maths and English abilities assessed. The results will be compared to all other children in Australia, and their results will also be shared with parents later this
year. The student attitudes to school survey is now live and available online and will be completed by
all our grade four, five and six students. This is another set of feedback that we will use as a litmus
test to gauge the emotional health and wellbeing of our students. It will give us insights in to where
our school can further improve positive learning spaces at our school.
Both Paul and Kara have just finished a further survey with all students at our school designed to
assess the thinking of our students about their perception of their place at our school. Is teaching
and learning done to them, or do they have a real say in what goes on in their lives? If you are interested there is further information on this topic in the article “Russell Quaglia: students can achieve
their dreams.”

Enrolments 2022: prep open day Wednesday 26th May.

What, that time already? Yes indeed, we are beginning the process of asking local parents to enrol
their children in 2022. Beeac’s numbers have grown from the mid 20s ten years ago to 39 at the end
of last year, and as the town continues to grow and flourish, we want to continue to be an important
part of our town’s success story. Open day will be on Wednesday the 26th of May At 9.30am onwards. Come in and say hello to our staff and watch our junior school work with their teacher Kara
Wishart. Afterwards talk with her about our learning program. At the end, do join us for a cuppa and
chat with our parents and friends about everyday life at Beeac PS. If you know of parents who might
be interested in enrolling their child next year, but who are unlikely to read this newsletter, do please
pass on the good news, or let us know and we will get in contact with them.

Russell Quaglia: students can achieve their dreams.

When students have high aspirations, they have the ability to dream and set goals for the future
while being inspired in the present to reach those dreams. Whether the goal is to learn how to write
a good story in class, or improve their overall marks at school or indeed, even to go on to university,
students do want to be successful. According to more than twenty years of research done by the
Quaglia Institute for Student Aspirations (QISA) (it’s worth a google) there are three Guiding Principles—Self-Worth, Engagement, and Purpose which are necessary for students to find their dreams
and aspire to strive for them. Along with six other schools in this locality, our students recently completed an anonymous online survey to see what they feel about
1 how much power they feel they have in the school
2 how much they are involved with their learning and
3 how important they think the work is that they do.
It was the first time that we have used the survey, and the results have the potential to radically alter
the way that we approach how teaching our students. Our next work with our students must create
situations where students have realistic and high aspirations, because if they do this then they are
more likely to become responsible for their own learning.
The message for our teachers is that students will work harder if they can see the value of what they
do now as part of the stepping stones that they will need to get where they want to be in the future.

Roses Gap: heaps of money.

I have been a parent in the situation where I have wanted one of my children to participate in an
expensive excursion but not known how I can stretch my family’s finances to accommodate the trip. I
realise some parents may be in the same situation now as they try to find ways to come up with over
$600 for some families that have two children participating in the camp. Unfortunately time is running out for our federation of small schools (Carlisle River, Deans Marsh, Alvie and Forrest) to have a
definite number of bookings for the camp. We need to know our exact numbers now. The various
bus companies and the camp need to know how many of us are going. Definitely talk to us about ways that we can help you to get to your goal if you
are having problems and want your child to go. Most importantly, please
send in the commitment letter if you have not already done so. If you are
not going we would greatly appreciate you letting us know now, so that we
can move on to the next stage.
Student of the week.
Katie Louden: for her efforts
in home reading assignments
and working extremely hard on
her sounds and sights words.
30/4
Summah Thompson: for
always setting the standard with
exceptional manners and resilience towards learning 7/5

Colac Division inter school cross country
run

Pictured here is Lily Milne participating in this year’s Colac Division Cross
Country. Congratulations to Lily for making the decision to participate against
a daunting field of, often, professionally coached competitors from the larger
Colac schools. Her grit and determination are an inspiration to the rest of us.

Basketball winter competition.

This information was forwarded to me by Jen Bush one of our Sporting
Schools teachers. It comes from Troy Parker the director of coaching for the
Colac Basketball Association and is asking if there are any students at our
school who are interested in a Winter Competition. It is a great way for children to learn the skills and rules of the game. Interested parents are asked
to make contact with Colac Basketball Association. I too would be equally
interested to know. After school basketball is being a very successful after
school event at our school every Tuesday night, and I can see that there is
potential for us to grow this interest further if there is parent interest..
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Beeac
Mechanical,
55 Main St., Beeac
Servicing, break downs
and repairs to late model
cars, lawnmowers and
some machinery. Towing
cars available. Now
carrying out servicing on
vehicle air conditioning.
For all enquiries and
bookings call Damien on
0417 412 152

Tuesday after school basketball.

The arrival of mother and daughter coaches
Tamzyn and Shellie Harty every Tuesday
after school from 3.45 to 4.30 is proving to
be a very big success at our school. Both
coaches are great operators and our students genuinely enjoy the time that they
spend learning new skills. I believe that if
you are still hesitating about enrolling your
children in this nine week program, you
shouldn’t hesitate. This event is proving to
be very successful.

Parents and Mothers Day
stall.

Thank you to all families who supported our Mother’s Day
stall where every child was invited to buy a $5 gift for their
mum, grandma or other important woman in their life. Pictured here are our hard working parents and friends helping
our students create plant pots with succulents in them . It
was great to see the educational opportunity that our students had in participating in making the gifts. Thankyou once
again to Jenny Clarke’s crew who committed their time to
assist our school raise funds for our school.

Surplus to requirements.

A recent school safety audit has required us to upgrade and
remove a number of pieces of play equipment at our school.
These occupational health and safety requirements will mean
that some old monkey bars made of galvanised tubular steel
will shortly be removed. If anyone is interested in making a
donation to the school to acquire these items, please let me
know by close of business this Friday. If there is more than
one person interested in an item we may need
to go to a ballot. The items available are: two
monkey bars, a frame with a single swing and
metal climbing ladder, and a wide gauge parallel
bar.

Science and Earth Ed.

A great sign that Covid ‘s influence is beginning
to get smaller is the return of our regular excursions and incursions. Pictured here are two
teachers from the Department’s Science Centre
in Ballarat, who turned up last week to lead a
morning of Science around Sustainable Energy
for our big kids, and Robotics for our little kids.
Our nation has realized that Science is such an
important part of our life that the power of what
it gives us, needs to be shared and understood
by a wider audience. Popularizing complex science is what Earth Ed do. They also help our
children get a feel for what Physics, Chemistry
and Biology will entail once they get to their
secondary schools.

Darcy Moloney and our little kids.

Term Dates

Start

Finish

2020 Term 4

5/10

18/12

2021 Term 1
2021 Term 2

28/1
19/4

1/4
25/6

2021 Term 3

12/7

17/9

2021 Term 4

4/10

17/12

2022 Term 1

31/1

8/4

2022 Term 2

26/4

24/6

2022 Term 3

11/7

16/9

2022 Term 4

3/10

20/12

Geelong Falcons captain Darcy Moloney only
first picked up a Sherrin two years ago but she
has emerged as one of the region’s top AFLW
players. She visited our school last week and
ran a clinic where our students picked up some
basic skills and gameplay designed to give our
children maximum enjoyment during her time in
the hour long session that she spent with our children.

New key excursions and dates

14 May: Grade 6 to 7 transition form s due back
17 May: w hole school staff P D. School shut., no students required that day.
26 May: Colac Lightning P rem s. Netball and football
TBA: Sm all schools big connections: Grade 6 students
16 August: m usic festival school perform ance at Costa Hall. P arents w elcom e.
Date not yet confirmed.
11 October: Sw im m ing, Bluew ater term 4 11/ 10, 18/ 10, 25/ 10, 1/ 11, 8/ 11

