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29 March: Colac SC open
night.
30 March: P arent and
Friends Easter raffle donations
by today please. Unused books
and cash returned by 31st
March. Raffle drawn on 1st April.
2 April: Good Friday, public
holiday.
23 April: P olw arth X Country
at Deans Marsh.
25 April: Anzac Day.
3 May: Colac and district X
Country run.
5 May: Finance meeting
4.00pm
7 May: M SP w hole school
photographs.
11 May. Council m eeting
starts at 7.00pm
11-13 May: N AP LAN paper
test
21 May: P-2 excursion to Anakie Fairy Park.
14 June: Queens Birthday,
public holiday.
23 to 25 June: R oses Gap
Grades 3,4,5&6 + three other
schools
24 September: likely date
Friday before AFL Grand Final,
public holiday.
1 November: school shut,
professional development day all
staff. Students will not be required at school.
2 November: M elbourne Cup
March 30 to 1 April 1 2022:
Sovereign Hill Grades 5 & 6 +
three other schools
PTO: Term dates 2021

Student of the week.
Hayley Clarke: for her ex ceptional behaviour and kindness: a fantastic example of
leadership 12/3
Lily Milne: for alw ays trying
her best, doing beautiful work
and being kind to others. 19/3

Beeac Primary School is a child safe school

29 March 2021

Good news.

Paul Maddern’s gall stone removal surgery went very well last week. A copy from a recent text from
him reads, “went really well!...as silly as it sounds I miss the kids ……….need to get back to routine
again.” We all look forward to seeing Paul back on Monday the 19th of April, the first day of term
two. At the same time, I would like to thank Tania Drummond, who has worked so hard to pick up
the pieces, and run for a term with our Grade 3 to 6 students. She has been a very popular teacher,
and I know many of our students will miss her when she leaves.
Our end of term reports went live today Monday the 29th of March and are available for you to see
on COMPASS. Instructions with this newsletter will tell you how to get to them. Each student has a
summary for Maths and English describing their level of achievement with reference to the Victorian
Curriculum. Readers of our last newsletter will have been impressed with how good our results were
in 2020 compared to all other schools in the State. I am impressed by how well this trend appears to
be continuing this term.
At the working bee bbq last week I was reminded by a parent that she looked forward to reading the
articles of advice written by Michael Grose that are published frequently in our newsletters. We have
been so busy with other information recently, that I haven’t always published them, so I have made
sure that one is enclosed with this issue.
I am reminding everyone that we will finish early at 2.30pm on the last day of term, Thursday the 1st
of April. The first day of term will be Monday the 19th of April.

Three upcoming excursions.

Letters should arrive with you very soon. The Deans Marsh X Country newsletter went out at the end
of last week. Everyone is going. Please choose your child’s pizza (including gluten free pizza) and get
the information back to us before the end of term. Best runners in the older age groups will have the
opportunity to attend the Colac District competition on Monday the 3rd of May.
The Roses Gap three day excursion letter from the 23rd to the 25th of June for Grades 3,4,5 and 6 is
set to come home once a final cost has been worked out. Activities will include the following: canoeing, flying fox, vertical playpen crate stack, giant swing, low ropes, archery, beehive falls and bushwalk. We will ask for parents for a non returnable deposit so that the buses can be hired. (Should
parents have to cancel, the other components of the excursion will be refundable as long as it is not
too close to the departure date. Should Covid 19 interfere with these arrangements, then all funds
will be returned, or the trip will run at a later date).
And finally there will shortly be a letter coming home about an excursion for Preps, 1 and 2 to travel
to Anakie Fairy Park on Friday the 21st of May The cost has been paid for by a recent gift from an
anonymous benefactor.

Help me please.

Between lesson supervision and yard duty my normal day often consists of conversations and guidance with our students. I squeeze in office work around free time and after school when everything
quietens down. The important work of having conversations with students revolves around many
topics. Common topics consist of students complaining about other student’s behaviour in the yard or
between lessons. For example a student may complain that they have been picked on by another
student because they cheated in a game of four square. The incident may sound trivial to an outsider, but it is not for the aggrieved student. Indeed, ultimately, if left unresolved, students can end up
depressed, unable to work and even refuse to come to school. As I get in to a typical conversation, I
often find that I have to peel back many layers of the onion. This can include any number of other
problems. For example old grievances between the two students concerned may surface, other student involvement, parent and teacher advice from earlier incidents may all need to be addressed in
the conversation. It is far too easy to just hand out a punishment of, for example, sitting the offender
on the green seat, because in most cases that will only serve to make the problem worse in the long
run. To finally resolve an issue so that it isn’t repeated in the future takes time, patience and listening
skills, all of which I am short of in a busy day.
Paul Tyson our school chaplain’s whole purpose at our school is to listen to and resolve these apparently simple but complex problems. He spends two days with us each week. However before he can
step in to prevent these little problems from becoming big ones, he needs your permission to do so.
If you haven’t already done so, I’d be grateful if you would fill in the chaplain permission sheet which
is enclosed with this newsletter. Small issues will be more quickly resolved, if Paul can address your
child’s issues before they get out of control.

Meet our new gardener

One of the first jobs for our new Council was to form an interview panel
to appoint a new gardener. Congratulations to Colin Coysh who has already made a big start on our school site. He will spend up to two hours
each week ensuring that our gardens and lawns continue to be kept in an
excellent condition..
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Grade six tops.

Pictured here are our Grade six students proudly
wearing their new Grade six tops. Traditionally
the cost of these tops is paid for by our Parents
and Friends. The high quality fleece linings and
embroidered school logo will be the envy of our
Grade six student’s friends as we approach the
more cold winter months.

School Council.

ANDREW ROGERS
PH. 03 5234 6463

Beeac
Mechanical,
55 Main St., Beeac
Servicing, break downs
and repairs to late model
cars, lawnmowers and
some machinery. Towing
cars available. Now
carrying out servicing on
vehicle air conditioning.
For all enquiries and
bookings call Damien on
0417 412 152

Term Dates

Start

Finish

2020 Term 4

5/10

18/12

2021 Term 1
2021 Term 2

28/1
19/4

1/4
25/6

2021 Term 3

12/7

17/9

2021 Term 4

4/10

17/12

2022 Term 1

31/1

8/4

2022 Term 2

26/4

24/6

2022 Term 3

11/7

16/9

2022 Term 4

3/10

20/12

Our first new Council meeting was held on the
16th of March. We welcomed our new Council
members Kim Beani, Kim Drape and Shelley
Ohrwalder
Congratulations to Kate Kennedy who was elected unopposed as our new Council president and also congratulations to Kim Drape who was
elected as our new treasurer. Grateful thanks also to Amye Milne who agreed to be our minute taker for the rest of the year. Our next Council meeting is due to meet on the 11th of
May at 7.00pm. The Finance meeting is due to meet at 4.00pm on Wednesday the 5th of May.

Parents and Friends Easter raffle.

Our P&F are running their annual Easter Raffle. They would appreciate it if every family could
donate an Easter egg or other similar item. They would love the donations by Tuesday March
the 30th. Could families please return the money or unused tickets by Wednesday the 31st of
March. The raffle will be drawn on Thursday the 1st of April .

Last day of term: a celebration and 2.30pm finish.

We intend having our usual last day party. This term we will ask for students to come in fancy
dress in any theme that they desire, but this time we are asking for a gold coin donation
which we will use towards paying for the food. We will celebrate the end of term with a sausage and hamburger sizzle around our bbq. Parents will need to send students to school with
a mid-morning snack. They are most welcome to send students in with lunch, but as already
mentioned we will be providing everyone who wants it with a hamburger and sausages.

Student of the week.

Student of the week awards have been a part of Beeac Primary
School’s history for many years. However there is an added twist to
awards as our picture shows. As readers can see, Dylan Groves has
just pulled out a further winner from our values raffle. The lucky winner of this award wins a cinema ticket which they can use to go with
a partner to a film of their choice in Colac.

More good news.

In our last newsletter we shared figures which showed that our Maths
and English results for 2020 that were better than similar schools, and
indeed well above the average for all schools in the State. This week
we share figures for connectedness as perceived by all students who
participated in the 2020 student opinion survey from Grades 4, 5 and
6.
When students feel
connected to their
school it means that
they have a feeling
of having a close
relationship to other
people,
including
their friends
and
teachers. As readers
can see our figures
were higher during
the Covid 19 year
compared to all other schools across the State.

Softfall spread.

Our grateful thanks go to all the volunteers
who came along last week to spread the
softfall in our playground. Pictured here is
Grant Keating who is using his tractor to
spread a large amount of the softfall..

