
 

 

 

 

 

 

News round up. 
Yet again, we didn’t come first on Polwarth 
Sports Day: on the face of it, that was a 
little disappointing, especially after all our 
lunch time practising this year. But as far 
as I could see, we did come first in terms 
of cross family mateship, parent child inter-
action, and every child giving it their per-
sonal best. Indeed all our staff agreed that 
it had been a great day and that they were 
looking forward to doing their job again 
next year. Several of our students did per-
form to a high standard, but I will be care-
ful not to mention them by name, for fear 
that I may forget to mention those who did 
equally well. In the next few days, their 
strong performances will be made public 
when their names are nominated to go 
forward to the next stage at the Colac and 

District Athletics Carnival on the 26th of March. My big thanks to all parents who turned up on the 
day. We’d be grateful if the light blue sports shirts could be returned once they have been laundered, 
ready for 2022. 
Thank you Karen Cherry for organising a public meeting that brought together a vast amount of 
knowledge about our country and for celebrating what it is possible for a small school to achieve in 
this area. For me the highlight of any of these public meetings is the way that our children stand up 
and lead and share and own their thoughts. I have been fortunate enough to witness children who 
would normally never dream of standing up and sharing their learning with others, as a result of 
Karen's fine work. My thanks also to Kara Wishart for recording and uploading the presentation to 
Facebook, so that those unable to attend will be able to see various speakers, including those of the 
many children who presented. 
Early details of last year’s academic results are coming in. In the year of the pandemic, I am so very 
relieved and happy about them. The facts speak for themselves, so I have published a selection of 
them here. As you can see, our school’s overall results for English and Maths (the yellow bar) were 
considerably higher than those for similar schools (purple bar) and indeed all other primary schools 
(grey bar)  throughout the State. My sincere congratulations to all our staff and all our hard working 
parents who, unlike most other primary schools,  persevered with daily regular face to face time with 
our teachers. It was hard work, but the hard work paid off to produce some amazing results in a 
school year like no other that I will ever experience.  The results below are overall results for our 
school compared to other schools and do not describe every individual’s results. I acknowledge that 
these are overall results for our school, and that some students did not achieve as well as their peers. 
Hopefully, where a few children have fallen through the cracks, the new tutor support program, that 
will run for the whole of this year, will pick up those children who do need some additional help. 
Finally a huge thankyou to every family, that was involved in the “Bridging the digital divide” pro-
gram, for signing up for their laptop and also for agreeing to leave each device at school unless re-
quired during the holidays or for future off-site learning requirements.  I am mindful of the fact that 
we will be waving goodbye to several laptops, when our Grade 6 students leave us for the final time 
at the end of this year.. 

Finally, and importantly, the Wednesday working bee has had to be cancelled because Grant Keat-
ing’s tractor will not be available. Instead we will push the date forward to the following Wednesday 
the 24th at 3.30pm. Please bring a wheel barrow and spade: sausages served afterwards.. 
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Beeac Primary School is a child safe school 

16 March: Last day to hand 
in your application for our 
school’s gardening position. 
Applications need to be in by 
close of business.  
16 March: First meeting of 
the new Council. 7.00pm start 
NOT 17 March:, postponed to 
24th  at 3.30pm help us 
spread soft fall  on the school 
playground.  
22 March: last day sw im-
ming. 12.00 midday  parent and 
friends meet in the park for chips 
26 March: the Colac and Dis-
trict Athletics carnival. 
29 March: Colac SC open 
night.  
30 March:  Parent and 
Friends Easter raffle donations 
by today please. Unused books 
and cash returned by 31st 
March. Raffle drawn on 1st April. 
2 April: Good Friday, public 
holiday. 
23 April: Polwarth X Country 
at Deans Marsh. 
25 April: Anzac Day. 
7 May: MSP whole school 
photographs  
11-13 May: NAPLAN paper 
tests 
14 June: Queens Birthday, 
public holiday. 
23 to 25 June: Roses Gap 
Grades 3,4,5&6 + three other 
schools 
24 September: l ikely date 
Friday before AFL Grand Final, 
public holiday. 
1 November: school shut, 
professional development day all 
staff. Students will not be re-
quired at school. 
2 November: Melbourne Cup 
March 30 to 1 April 1 2022: 
Sovereign Hill Grades 5 & 6 + 
three other schools 
 
 
PTO: Term dates 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Student of the week. 
Phillip Weily: for working 
hard and always being caring 
and kind in the classroom 5/3 
Hayley Clarke: for her ex-
ceptional behaviour and kind-
ness. A fantastic example of 
leadership. 12/3 
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Your first student report will only be accessible on 

COMPASS. 
Staff spent the day getting to know how to use COMPASS to report to parents about student 
progress. A major part of the work is now involving us updating each student’s records and 
moving information across from our old reporting platform. The information forms the basis 
for each student’s individual learning plan. A part of this information will then be made availa-
ble to parents as “I statements”. We hope that the new “I statements” will be available for 
parents to view at the end of this term. Additional time is being put in to this task by Kara 
Wishart and Tammy Coysh. 
Unlike the old display of statements, COMPASS has the ability to show parents what each child 
has achieved each term. There will be no additional confusing information such as details 
about what still needs to be taught, or what a child might have failed to learn, so far. We will 
send out more information about what is to come as we complete this task.  It goes without 
saying, that if you haven’t yet done so, now is the time to install COMPASS on to your phone 
or computer. Without it you won’t be able to view your child’s online end of term report 
Please contact Tammy Coysh at beeac.ps@education.vic.gov.au if you need to reset your 
password. If you don’t have the app, a quick way to access COMPASS, is to use your pass-
word and go to the school’s website, where there is a dedicated COMPASS link. 

Meet us in the park 
Because of the State's snap covid lock down earlier this term, we are behind with our swim-
ming program. The last week will not now be until the 22nd of March. Therefore today,  Mon-
day the 15th will be just a normal swimming day. Do please join us at Memorial Park in two 
Monday's time at 12.00 midday when the students will have chips and the rest of us can catch 

up for a chat  

Parents and Friends 
Easter raffle. 
Our P&F are running their annual Easter 
Raffle. They would appreciate it if every 
family could donate an Easter egg or other 
similar item. They would love the dona-
tions by March the 30th. Each child took 
home 10 tickets to sell last Wednesday. 
There are extra books if you would like 
more. Could families please return the 
money or unused tickets by Wednesday 
the 31st Of March. The raffle will be drawn 
on Thursday the 1st of April . 

Grade 6 to 7 transition 
information: Colac Sec-

ondary College 
Each secondary College is now beginning to advertise its open days for transition in 2022. The 
flier in this newsletter advertises Colac Secondary College’s offering on the 29th of March. In 
addition the transition coordinator and assistant principal will come to briefly speak to our 
students on the 19th and 26th of March. 

Last day of term: a celebration and 2.30pm finish. 
Yes indeed, with just three weeks left, the last day of 
term is fast approaching. We intend having our usual last 
day party. This term we will ask for students to come in 
fancy dress in any theme that they desire, but this time 
we are asking for a gold coin donation which we will use 
towards paying for the party food. We will have party 
food, but because of the good old covid restrictions, we 
will buy sausages and have a lunch time bbq.  
I am reminding everyone that we will finish early at 
2.30pm on the last day of term on Thursday the 1st of 
April. The first day of term will be Monday the 19th of 
April.  

Show and tell. 
An important way to build confidence and share their 
stories is show and tell. It is often the first way that chil-
dren have to formally explore this space. Relating to 
other children by revealing parts of their lives, for exam-
ple by sharing pets, can be a fascinating first step in this 
direction. We thank parents for taking the time to bring 
in their children’s pets to assist this sharing.. 

 

 
Beeac  

Mechanical,  

55 Main St., Beeac 

Servicing, break downs 

and repairs to late model 

cars, lawnmowers and 

some machinery. Towing 

cars available.  Now  

carrying out servicing on 

vehicle air conditioning. 

 
 

For all enquiries and 

bookings call Damien on 

0417 412 152 

Term Dates Start Finish 

2020 Term 4 5/10 18/12 

2021 Term 1 28/1 1/4 

2021 Term 2 19/4 25/6 

2021 Term 3 12/7 17/9 

2021 Term 4 4/10 17/12 

2022 Term 1 31/1 8/4 

2022 Term 2 26/4 24/6 

2022 Term 3 11/7 16/9 

2022 Term 4 3/10 20/12 
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Barwon Schools Young 

Leaders Conference 
Sponsored by Winchelsea PS and the Rotary 
Club of Highton, our leaders battened down 
for a four hour program about how to be a 
good leader within the community. Tips 
were shared, lessons about leadership were 
held, leading change with the school was 
discussed and the beginnings of an action 
plan were developed. At the very least, I am 
hearing that the group plan to make a video 
about how leadership happens at Beeac PS.  
My grateful thanks to Simon O’Brien from 
Winchelsea PS for planning the day, to Ka-
ren Cherry for working with our students, to 

the students who participated who were Thomas Hebblethwaite, Lili and Evie Vassiliou, and 
Tessa Tucker and finally I am grateful for the wonders of Webex which is finally coming in to 
its own as an important inter-schools communication tool. 

Authentic student voice 

and a presentation by 

Inka Veltheim. 
For me Richard Collapy’s opening address and 
the way he drew the audience together was 
an impressive delivery amongst a collection of 
fine speakers. Peter Day, who did the work 
for us to achieve our 2018 Premier’s Award, 
also delivered a fine description of how he 
came to develop an interest in nature during 
his school years.  Inka shared her work 
around the brolga, and involved our students 
on stage with how the observations and re-
cordings in the field are actually done. Other 

notable attenders were Narrah Calvert from Resource Smart, Candice Parker from Greening 
Australia, June Spence, Anna Sande local artist, and Penelope Bartlay of Barking Spiders. She 
will be working with us in terms three and four this year in our latest Arts Victoria sponsored 
Creative Learning Project. Our grateful thanks to all who participated, and especially to all of 
our children. Much is spoken about the need for students to have an authentic voice. Karen’s 
hard work enabled that to happen at the 2021 Inka Veltheim brolga school presentation. 

Jami Bromley. 
Four weeks of lunch time break dancing 
can’t all be bad. For those who participat-
ed, it made a welcome break from  pre-
paring for the Polwarth Sports Day. Jami 
instructed our students in a variety of 
moves. The moves included some of the 
following: head spins, back spins, wind-
mills, flares, jackhammers, hand glides, 
halos, and elbow spins.  
It wore me out just watching them, and 
without mentioning student names, a few 
had to retire early from their efforts.   
Nevertheless with only three more weeks 
to go, I’m hopeful, that with a bit of add-
ed music, those who survive to the end 
will give the rest of us a bit of a presenta-
tion. Well done to everybody for giving it 

a bit of a go, and achieving at their personal best. 

Avoiding the spread of Covid-19. 
The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of spreading 
COVID-19 is to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home and get tested, 
even with the mildest of symptoms. It is also important to get tested when the Department of 
Health recommends it, for example, if you have visited an exposure site.  
Schools should continue to reinforce COVIDSafe behaviours:   

 stay home when unwell 

 practise good hygiene 

 ensure physical distancing 

 wear a face mask when required and recommended 

Farmers Arms Beeac 

 

Mondays and Tuesday 

nights– kids eat half 

price with full paying 

adult 

 
Sunday $17 Sunday 

Roast, served with roast 

vegetables, warm roll 

and sauces to  

compliment. 

 
 

For all enquiries and 

bookings call 5234 6341. 



29th March 



 



 


