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Beeac Primary School is a child safe school

ANDREW ROGERS
PH. 0352 346 463
8 February: first day of 5
weeks of swimming. Lunch
invitation for families and friends
Memorial Park, Colac 15 March
8 March: Labour Day public holiday, school shut.
10 February: Council finance
meeting at 4.00pm
19 February: R okew ood Lagoon. Family fun day starting at
approximately 10.00am.
16 February: Council m eeting starting at 7.00pm.
26 February: last day to register your interest to become a
school council member.
5 March: w hole school staff
training COMPASS. PD Day.
School shut.
11 March: P olw arth Sports
Day at Alvie with a fall back for
inclement weather on Friday 12
March
26 March: the Colac and District Athletics carnival.
2 April: Good Friday, public
holiday.
25 April: Anzac Day.
7 May: M SP w hole school
photographs
11-13 May: N AP LAN paper
tests
14 June: Queens Birthday,
public holiday.
23 to 25 June: R oses Gap
Grades 3,4,5&6 + three other
schools
24 September: likely date
Friday before AFL Grand Final,
public holiday.
1 November: school shut,
professional development day all
staff. Students will not be required at school.
2 November: M elbourne Cup
March 30 to 1 April 1 2022:
Sovereign Hill Grades 5 & 6 +
three other schools.

1 February 2021

Welcome back.

Welcome back to a fresh 2021 start to the
year. We have 33 students and a very stable,
experienced staff ready to start the new
year. We welcome 6 new prep students to
our school and also Lili and Evie who join us
in Grade 6.
The ghost of Covid 19 is beginning to fade as
we look forward to a busy school year. One
of the lessons for me that came out of that
time last year, is that our whole community
is very, very computer savvy. Having
acknowledged that we are going to roll out of
a new software suite called COMPASS. It will
replace our present apps. You can find out
more about this elsewhere in our newsletter.
I am reminding present Council members
that the Finance meeting is on Wednesday
the 10th of February at 4.00pm, and the last
of our present Council meetings will begin at 7.00pm on Tuesday the 16th of February.
For a number of years, Beeac Primary School has been a school on the Bushfire At-Risk Register .
This means that our school will be ordered to shut if there is an imminent danger of a bushfire. For
the first time this year we have been informed that during these times our bus will also be cancelled.
It is worth reading the article enclosed with this newsletter. The new bus information has been highlighted in red.
In term one we expect all children to wear a broad brimmed or bucket sun hat at break and lunch
time or they will have to play in the shade. We encourage children to wear sunscreen and it is
available each day so that children can apply it when they go outside.
Finally, do please take the time to read the enclosed article: “Managing illness in Schools and Early
Childhood Services during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic”.
Term one is always a busy term. Despite that, if you would like to pop in and say hello or if you have
any concerns about your children, I hope you will take the time to come in and visit us.

Parents and Friends

Our first P&F meeting will be in the next couple of weeks, date to be confirmed. We always welcome
new members and our meetings are child friendly.

Covid advice.

I reprint below what was sent out on Skoolbag at the start of last week.
Families that have visited the identified red zones will need to follow Victorian Government guidelines
before returning to school for 2021. Please visit https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronaviruscovid-19-daily-update for the most up to date information regarding this.
Students who are unwell must stay home. Students that become unwell throughout the day will be
sent home.
It is a good idea for students to bring a labelled drink bottle of water to school. This can be refilled
throughout the day.
All food will be eaten prior to students going out to play.
There is no requirement to limit the number or type of visitors to school premises, however the density limit of 1 person per 2 square metres will be applied to any spaces and activities being attended
by parent/carers and other visitors. The density limit applies to all persons in the space, including
students.
This means that parents may drop off and pick up students on school grounds, however please do
not enter the classroom, due to the density limit of 1 person per 2 square metres.
To support contact tracing, we need to keep a record of all visitors who attend on-site for more than
Student of the week.
Will Milne: for voluntarily 15 minutes. If you will be at school for more than 15 minutes please sign in at the front office with
helping the new students with your contact details, date, and time of attendance at school, as well as the areas of the school that
group task work. 29/01
you intend visiting.
At this stage we will still not invite parents in to help with activities such as reading.
Extra cleaning continues to be done to ensure everyone’s safety.
All school sport days, incursions, excursions and camps will be able to go ahead as planned.

Facemasks

PTO: Term dates 2021

I didn’t print the following detail in the Skoolbag article, but a number of parents have asked about
masks and students. Our children do not have to wear masks, but there are some recommendations,
for students who are 12 years and older.
Face masks to be worn by individuals aged 12 years and older when on public transport and school
buses – unless you have a lawful exemption.
Individuals aged 12 years and older must always carry a face mask.
The same exemptions to the wearing of face masks apply in schools as when people are out in the
community. This includes students who are aged 12 years and older and are unable to wear a face
mask due to the nature of their disability. This also includes students or staff who have a medical
condition, such as problems with their breathing, a serious skin condition on the face, a disability or a
mental health condition. Face masks are recommended for use by staff and students when physical
distancing of 1.5m cannot be maintained..
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Dental screening.

LANG STREET

Colac Area Health are wanting to get organised with their dental screening process for this
year. When the dental team visit they will screen your child for oral health, and apply a fluoride varnish if early signs of dental decay are detected. The form was sent home on Friday.
Do please contact us if you want one and didn’t receive it.

BEEAC 3251

Council election: vacancies.

SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL:
ANDREW ROGERS
PH. 03 5234 6463

Damiens Mobile
Mechanical,
55 Main St., Beeac
Servicing, break downs
and repairs to late model
cars, lawnmowers and
some machinery. Towing
cars available. Now
carrying out servicing on
vehicle air conditioning.
For all enquiries and
bookings call Damien on
0417 412 152

Beeac Primary School depends strongly on its parent volunteers. Our School Council,
especially, fulfils a most important role in many areas. School Council’s are responsible for:

establishing the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's community

participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan

approving the annual budget and monitoring expenditure

developing, reviewing and updating school policies

raising funds for school-related purposes

maintaining the school’s grounds and buildings

entering into contracts (such as for cleaning or construction work)

reporting annually to the school community and to the Department

creating interest in the school in the wider community

informing itself of and taking into account the views of the community.
In 2020 our Council members were: Caroline McEwan, Amye Milne, Grant Keating, Kate Kennedy, Glenn Searle, Tom Alston, Paul Maddern and Andrew Rogers. Each councillor holds their
position for two years. Three of these councillors have reached their two year limit and whilst
they are able to nominate again, their positions will become vacant at the end of our next
meeting. Those three councillors are Kate Kennedy, Paul Maddern and Glenn Searle. In addition, Caroline McEwan’s youngest child left our school at the end of last year, and Tom Alston’s daughter moved to another school, so they will both no longer be eligible to serve on
our Council. Finally, and sadly for our school community, Glenn Searle has indicated that the
pressure of family commitments will preclude him from seeking re-election this year. So as
you can see there are several potential and very real vacancies existing for those interested in
nominating.
If you are interested in becoming more closely involved with our school do consider nominating yourself for our school council. Please talk with one of last year’s Council members about
how you can begin the process. Also, if you can find the time, do please talk to me. The
Schedule 5A form in this newsletter is available for any parent or guardian of our school community wishing to nominate themselves to join our school council
Event
Notice of Election
Closing date for nominations
Date by which list of candidates will be
prepared and ballot papers sent out

Date
Newsletter 1/2
Close of business Friday 19/2
Monday 22/2 if needed

Close of ballot

Close of business Friday 26/2 if needed

Vote Count

Monday 1/3 if needed

Declaration
Tentative date for first Council meeting to

Monday 1/3 if needed
Tuesday 16/3 (no later than 30th March)

Breakfast Club.

Yes it’s back again, with a nutritious breakfast including eggs, toast, baked beans a variety of
cereals, fruit and spreads including honey and vegemite. We serve it every day of the school
week.
Term Dates

Start

Finish

2020 Term 4

5/10

18/12

2021 Term 1
2021 Term 2

28/1
19/4

1/4
25/6

2021 Term 3

12/7

17/9

2021 Term 4

4/10

17/12

2022 Term 1

31/1

8/4

2022 Term 2

26/4

24/6

2022 Term 3

11/7

16/9

2022 Term 4

3/10

20/12

Whole school Music.

We again welcome back Louise Brown who taught our children in 2020. Apart from the fun
that she brings to her lessons, she will also be preparing us
again for another whole school performance at Costa Hall
where, hopefully, we will participate in the Geelong Schools
Music Festival. More details about this will be published as
they become available

Fire prevention.

The picture shows the last part of the fire prevention work,
which last term involved foliage removal and during the holidays has involved installation and connecting a water tank at
the back of our school..
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Piano lessons.

David Stuart will again be offering half price piano lessons at our school this year. A letter
about this went home on Friday. His lessons will start from tomorrow, Tuesday. We hope as
many students as possible take advantage of this offer.

Preps and Wednesdays

BEEAC 3251

Pictured here are our preppies with their new school
bags. Welcome to our school! This is a quick reminder to
prep families that we expect their child to stay at home
on Wednesdays until the end of February whilst they get
used to the pace of being at school full time.
There
is
one
complication
with
this
arrangement.
Do please talk to Kara if any of this needs clarifying.

PRINCIPAL:
ANDREW ROGERS
PH. 03 5234 6463

Responsible use of computers
agreement

Farmers Arms Beeac
Mondays and Tuesday
nights– kids eat half
price with full paying
adult
Sunday $17 Sunday
Roast, served with roast
vegetables, warm roll
and sauces to compliment.
For all enquiries and
bookings call 5234 6341.

Our School Council has approved a process by which our
senior students in Mr Maddern’s classroom will sign an
agreement where they undertake to use their computers
responsibly. Whilst this is a formality, and last year all of
our children behaved excellently, this does create an
important opportunity for parents to talk to their children
about how to be safe on the internet and what to do if
unwanted incidents such as cyber bullying do occur.

New tops.

Thanks you to our Parents and Friends who have paid for this year’s Grade 6 tops. They will
shortly be on their way. Thankfully Tammy Coysh and Paul Maddern held off on organising
them, because we will now be able to include our new Grade 6 students, Evie and Lili on the
new tops.

Brought to school at Owner’s Risk.

I am reminding parents, guardians and staff that the Education Department does not hold
insurance for personal property brought to schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss
or damage to such property.
A recent email from the Department states, “Private property brought to school by students,
staff or visitors is not insured and the Department does not accept any responsibility for any
loss or damage”.
This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on
school premises. I am reminding parents and students to think twice before bringing
valuable items or items of personal value to school. As you can see, they will not be covered
by insurance at our school.

Student accident insurance arrangements.

I am reminding parents, guardians and staff that the Department does not provide personal
accident insurance or ambulance cover for students. Parents and guardians of students, who
do not have student accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the
cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance
or transport as well as any other transport costs.
An email from the Department makes this point, “It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to look into their preferred options in this regard. The Department cannot provide advice
to parents or guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance
cover”.

Annual privacy reminder

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our
website [http://www.beeacps.vic.edu.au/?page_id=63].
On our website you will be able to access a copy of our school’s privacy policy and our
school’s collection statement.
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for
parents. This inform ation also available in nine com m unity languages..
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Rokewood lagoon:
our annual parent
get together.
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Beeac Milk Bar,71
Main St., Beeac.
Fresh sandwiches, sushi
rolls.
Hot food: pies, pasties
and sausages rolls.
Hamburgers, fried rice,
dim sims, potato cakes
For all enquiries and
bookings call 52346008
Open 7 days.

We hope that everyone, especially
our new prep families, will find the
time to join us for a family fun day
at Rokewood Lagoon on Friday the
19th of Frbruary. A letter will shortly
come home with the details of how
to get there and what to bring. The
day will be a great opportunity to
have informal chats with old friends
and new teachers. When you drive
to the lagoon please don’t forget to
bring your own food. Unless we have inclement weather we expect the day to begin at
about 10.00am. Let us know if you wish to attend but have difficulties getting to the venue.
We can help.

Financial assistance: camps, sports and excursions
fund (CSEF).

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school
trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent,
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and
refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible secondary school students [remove primary/secondary as necessary]. Payments are
made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, the application form is enclosed with this newsletter, and can be lodged w ith Tam m y Coysh, our Business M anager, for processing. Printed copies of the form are also available at school.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the
school office as soon as possible.
If you would like more information about eligibility or assistance with filling in the form,
come in and talk to our business manager Tammy when she is in on Mondays, Wednesdays
and also Thursday mornings. There is more information on the website https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

Borrowing computers.

At the end of last year we sent home laptops to families who requested them to help with
their child’s learning during the Summer holidays. Specifically, families requested them to
help access our online reading program ActiveLearn. Should you need to borrow a laptop to
access this or other online learning that we are doing, do please let us know so that we can
send home a laptop if there is one available.

Ross River Fever

Residents and visitors to the Surf Coast, Geelong and Bellarine Peninsula areas of Victoria
are being warned to protect themselves against mosquito-borne diseases such as Ross River
virus and Barmah Forest virus.
Ross River virus has been detected in mosquitoes in Anglesea.
These viruses can cause symptoms including joint pain and stiffness, headache, fever, rash
and fatigue.
The best protection from these diseases is to avoid mosquito bites. Protective measures
include:
* regularly using mosquito repellent containing picaridin or N,N-Diethyl-m-toluamide (DEET)
on all exposed skin (for children it’s safer to spray or rub insect repellents on their clothes
rather than directly onto their skin)
* wearing long, loose-fitting clothes when outside
* ensuring accommodation, including tents, are properly fitted with mosquito nettings or
screens
* limiting outdoor activity at dusk and dawn when mosquitos are most active
* removing stagnant water from around your property at least every week. This includes in
flowerpots, pet bowls, bird baths and buckets.
A range of information about protecting against mosquito bites is available on the Better
Health Channel’s Beat the Bite web page..
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Polwarth Sports Day.

Our students will start practising during our Sporting Schools program for Polwarth Sports
Day. Our school expects families to make their own arrangements for children to get to and
from Alvie on the day. The date has been set for Thursday March the 11th, and families may
want to consider sharing transport arrangements to make sure everyone gets there for the
day. We ask parents to ensure that their children are at Alvie by 9.15am for the start of the
day. The day will finish by 3.30pm.
If we have inclement weather, the day will be called off on the previous day and confirmed
via a radio announcement. 3CS will broadcast this message at about 7.55am on the day of
the postponed event, and we will endeavour to contact individual families. The fall back date
will then be Friday March the 12th. Students who are successful at this meet can expect to
be invited to the Divisional Athletics Sports Day in Colac later this term. That date for the
Colac and District Division/Athletics Carnival is the 26th of March
We intend having some supplies of sun block for students, but do request that parents supply their own sun protection including a protective hat. Alvie will not be organising lunch
orders this year, although I understand that there will probably be cakes, slices, icy poles
and a coffee van. Therefore all children and adults will require adequate food for the day
including a cut lunch and a drink.
Our Parents and Friends Association have bought sports shirts for every student to wear
when they are participating at Alvie. These light blue shirts with the school’s insignia will
shortly be sent home for each child to wear on the day.

Swimming term one: my bad.

My apologies for wrongly indicating that the last swimming date will be March the 8th. Because that date is actually the Labour Day Public holiday, I have moved the last date forward to the following Monday the 15th of March. We will continue to invite everyone to
come down to Memorial Square Park on when we will be having chips in the park with an
opportunity for everyone to catch up prior to the start of the final swimming session.
Day

Date

Leave school time

Monday

8/2

12.40

Monday

15/2

12.40

Monday

22/2

12.40

Monday

1/4

12.40

Monday

15/3
Labour Day 8/3

11.30 for chips in the park starting 12.00 to
12.45pm

COMPASS, parent access and absence reporting.

Welcome to Compass, our one stop shop for school messages, reporting, school absence
reporting and more. Firstly let me get one thing out of the way: we will be shutting our
school on Friday the 5th of March for COMPASS staff training about reports and report writing. No student will be required at school on that day. And now on to what we will be asking
you to do.
A letter will be sent out this week with your personal user name and password.
The purpose of this article is to ask parents to do two tasks:

Install the COMPASS app on to your phone or net device. (Please see the enclosed
instructions).

Familiarise yourself with and start using the reporting absences component of the
software. (Please see the enclosed instructions). At this stage we are still receiving
reports from parents using Skoolbag, but we have not renewed our subscription for
Skoolbag, and expect it to stop working soon.
In the past an unexplained absence has been followed up by a phone call from our office. In
future our response will become automated and, instead, you can expect an email response
and/or response via COMPASS. However, at the moment we may also follow up an absence
via a phone call whilst we ensure that the system is working properly.
Absences can be reported to our school at the moment via a phone call, a note, Skoolbag
and from now onwards COMPASS. Because the school is accepting notifications in a variety
of ways, do please forgive us if we still contact you about your child’s absence. The bottom
line is that we want to ensure that your child’s safety is our top priority.
Once we are sure that our new system is working well, we will start using COMPASS to do
other tasks, including using it to send out school forms and newsletters..

Parent nomination for School Council.
Schedule 5A - Nomination form for Parent Member Category
The persons whose names appear under Nominator and Seconder, nominate:
Name (print full name)
Residential address
For election to the Parent member category of the School Council of

Nominator

Seconder

Name (print)

Name (print)

Address

Address

I am a* (please tick):

I am a* (please tick):

(a) parent of a student at the school

(a) parent of a student at the school

(b) parent of a student at the school
and a DoE employee to whom note
2(a) below does not apply

(b) parent of a student at the school and
a DoE employee to whom note 2(a)
below does not apply

Signature

Signature

*You may only nominate or second a candidate for election to the Parent member category if
you are a member of one of the categories of person listed in (a) or (b) above. If you nominate
or second a candidate and you are not a member of one of the categories of person listed in
(a) or (b) above, then the nomination form will be invalid.
CANDIDATE TO COMPLETE
I accept the nomination and I am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the
above named school council. I hereby declare that I am/I am not a DoE
employee that I have not nominated or seconded a candidate for election to the
DoE employee member category that I have not accepted a nomination to stand
for election in the DoE employee member category that I am not an
undischarged bankrupt and that I am not currently serving a sentence for an
indictable offence
Signature of candidate

Delete as
appropriate

Date:

Notes:
1. To nominate or second a candidate for election to the Parent member category, or accept a nomination for
election to the Parent member category, each of the nominator and seconder and candidate must be either (a)
a parent of a student of the school; or
(b)
a parent of a student at the school and a DoE employee, to whom paragraph 2(a) below does not
apply.
2. If you are a parent of a student of the school and a DoE employee and (a) you have nominated or seconded a candidate standing for election in the DoE employee member category,
or accepted a nomination to stand as a candidate for election to the DoE employee member category, then you
may only nominate or second a candidate or accept a nomination to stand as a candidate for election to the DoE
employee member category, and you may not nominate or second a candidate or accept a nomination to stand
as a candidate for election to the Parent member category;
(b)
you do not fall within paragraph (a), then you may nominate or second a candidate to stand for election,
or accept a nomination to stand for election, to either the Parent member category (using this Schedule)
or the DoE employee member category (using Schedule 5B), but not both categories.
3.
“DoE employee” (a) means a person employed for eight hours or more per week in either an ongoing capacity or a fixed term of
at least 90 days (i)
under the Teaching Service Act 1981; or
(ii)
by the DoE under the Public Sector Management and Employment Act 1998; or
(iii)
by a school council of a State school; or
(iv)
under section 5 or 5A of the Education Act 1958; or
(v)
under more than one of the paragraphs (i) to (iv) above, and
(b) does not mean a person employed under a contract for service or the employees or the contracted
personnel of such a person.

