
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Snow, review and your opinions, please. 
This was Sunday morning’s Mt Buller report: “A mostly sunny and sensational Sunday is forecast with 
the lightest of north-nor-westerly breeze as we climb to around 1 degree…..ENJOY the spring feels 
today, with snow back on the menu from tomorrow and through the week and some super-firm over-
night freezes in our forecast”. It doesn't get any better. 
The whole school review is upon us. Part of setting the school’s direction for the next four years, in-
volves us unpacking what we did in our previous four years. If you want Beeac PS to serve your 
needs even better in the future, please consider getting involved in our review. Information about 
this is published elsewhere in this edition. 
And what about your thoughts about how we’re serving your needs this year? Not enough home-
work? Too many excursions? Again this is another chance for all our parents to give us feedback. It 
goes without saying that we do our best to serve every child’s needs at our school, but we’d like your 

feedback please. The parent opinion survey is your 
anonymous way to do that. 
My thanks to Sue Bath for her insightful articles. This 
edition’s  article is about recovering from stress. 

Final Mount Buller details. 
You can see I’m writing this newsletter at  10.24am 
on the 21/8 because I’ve just captured live the snow 
situation at Mt Buller via a number of cams that you 

can find at Mt Buller - Snow Cams  
Things won’t get better for skiing at Mt Buller in 
2022. We have hit the best week for a visit. Paul 
Maddern, Kara Wishart and Jackie Wilson sat down 
for a final briefing with all our snow-bound students 

to explain what to expect and what to pack. Long story short, plenty of layers and plenty of plastic 
bags to bring home wet gear. Please don’t forget to also pack a mid morning snack, lunch and drink 
for the first morning on the bus trip up to the snow.  
Elsewhere parents can find a copy of what needs to be packed for the trip. Do tell us if there is a last 
minute decision for you deciding not to go. We need to inform the camp so that they can re-arrange 
their itinerary. Please arrive at our school no later than 8.45am so that we can get away promptly at 
9.00am. Earlier will be better. The bus will return to our school by 3.15pm on Friday the 2nd of Au-
gust. Again, if you can’t make the bus on the morning and don’t intend going please tell us so that 
we don’t wait for no purpose, and can get away promptly. 
Parents will have read the covid management plan which went out on COMPASS at the end of last 
week. Parents and carers are advised that if their child tests positive, they will be required to collect 
their child and transport them home where they will be required to isolate for 7 days. 
Please make sure your child does a RAT test before coming to school tomorrow morning.  
Should you need to contact the camp, do ring Paul Maddern on 0427737715, but do please limit your 
attempts to contact him to sensible times. Paul and the rest of the crew will be working 24 hours a 
day whilst they are away. I have never heard Paul get angry, but a 3.00am phone might unnecessari-
ly test this boundary. 

Parent opinion survey.  
In profound ways covid is biting us harder now than it did in our previous two years of intermittent 
shut downs. Our staff have had many challenges to adapt to after the long lock downs, including the 
fact that many of us have had to battle with illness. This has paled into insignificance when compared 
to many of our children who are returning after living in isolated circumstances. Getting used to being 
in social situations is still the most important task that several of our children are having to re-learn. 
Nevertheless compared to many other schools I hear of, that are still having to shut, or combine clas-
ses with no teacher or worse, our situation looks promising. What do you think? What should we 
keep doing, do more of and stop doing? This is your chance to give us your anonymous opinion via 
the on-line survey. If you didn’t get the password, it’s on the Compass letter (not the hard copy that 
came home.) Ring us if you can’t find it. Dates for this are between Monday 15 August up to Friday 
16 September. 

From a deficit based model to a multi tiered system of 
support.  
If a child falls more than a year behind in an area of work, we used to get very concerned. Tradition-
ally we looked at what was wrong with the child and addressed that child’s ’problems’. This year our 
Region has pioneered a new system aimed at looking at different ways to support children’s develop-
ment in any area where they could be doing better. An individual education program (IEP) to address 
the areas that a child needs help with is then written and over 10 weeks adjustments are made each 

week to address children’s needs. Indeed the new model of 
addressing children’s learning needs is so significantly dif-
ferent that our school is funded to reflect this change. Our 
school now attracts three levels of funding. Every child’s 
learning needs attract funding at level one. However apart 
from level three funding which is available for students with 
special learning needs, there is now  a much bigger pool of 
funding: level two funding, which is available for teachers to 
better address those students who are showing that they 
need more help in specific learning areas.. 
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July 18: Mondays after school 
basket ball, 3.30 to 4.14pm. Last 
day 22nd August 
25 July: pie orders ready for collec-
tion after 3.00pm 
27 July: secondary acceptance of 
enrolment forwarded to parents. 
4 August: Parents and Friends 
meeting 
10 August: acceptance of second-
ary enrolment by parents to Beeac 
PS 
29 August: come in dressed up as 
a book character, and be part of our 
traditional parade 
1 September: second visit Wide 
Smiles Dental check up 
17th August: whole school perfor-
mance at Costa Hall, Geelong. 
23-26/8 August: Mt Buller excur-
sion Grades 3 to 6 
29 August: dress up for book 
week: wear a costume to school. 
30 August to 2 September: Bike 
Ed program. 
2 September:  PFA buy a Father’s 
Day gift $5 
8 September: Finance. 
9 September: Colac Division Bas-
ketball 
13 September: School Council 
6.00pm. Principal selection discus-
sion. 
13 September: community meet-
ing starting 7.30pm: what did we do 
well? What can we improve? 
7 October: GW Athletics Ballarat 
Regional Athletics Centre.  
14 October; trivia night at Beeac 
Community hall. 
17 October: Winchelsea Neigh-
bourhood Watch, whole school 
excursion. 
26 October: eye tests Prep to 3. 
26 October: Warrion flower Show 
31 October: school shut, whole 
school PD Day 
1 November: Melbourne Cup 
4 November: Colac Division Cricket 
8 November: Werribee Zoo grades 
P to 3 
9 November: GMHBA Healthy 
Heroes Leaders Celebration day at 
GMHBA Stadium for our big kids 
25 November: pre-prep: taster 
days: mornings only: Friday morn-
ings of next term: 25/11, 2/12, 
9/12, and 16/12. 
26 November 2022: Victorian 
State Election, school voting centre.  
12 December: whole school excur-
sion Melbourne Arts Centre Christ-
mas melodies. 
13 December: State wide Grade 
6/7 secondary schools hosted orien-
tation day.  
19 December: Christmas Concert 
20 December: last day of term, 
teachers tidy up post concert.. No 
students required at school. 
27 January 2023: teachers only 
return to school 
30 January 2023: students return 
to school 
15-27 March: NAPLAN test period. 
26 - 28 July 2023: Beeac PS 
cluster Urban Camp Melbourne, 
Grades 4,5 and 6 students 

 

PTO: Term dates & Student of 

the Week 

https://www.mtbuller.com.au/Winter/snow-weather/snow-report/snow-cams
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Best day so far this term.  
The 17th of August started off like many other 
Wednesdays, until about 10.00am when all our 
students climbed on-board a bus bound for Costa 
Hall in Geelong. After a quick meal in the skate 
park on the water front, everyone gathered to-
gether to walk in to the hall ready for a big day. 
Along with other local schools, our children took a 
collective big breath and under Louise Brown’s 
capable leadership launched in to their perfor-
mance on the large stage. Everyone gave a stellar 
performance, although I’d like to mention that 
Kendra Beani brought a special sparkle to the pro-
duction. Well done to everyone involved. A video 

of the performance has been added to our Facebook page. 

New school tops a fire risk? 
I reprint this cautionary article from last week’s COMPASS article.  
I have contacted everyone to express my concern about the potential fire danger 
posed by our new polo tops.  
A concerned parent contacted me at the weekend to express their concern about the 
fact that their child's top caught on fire when it was close to a burning candle. The 
child was not harmed. Nevertheless this top appears to pose a risk when close to a 
naked flame. The shirt is composed of 60% cotton and 40% "cooldry" which appears 
to be a form of polyester. According to this advice, "Polyester is not considered to 
be flammable. It will melt around 220 degrees Celsius and ignite at roughly 440 
degrees Celsius. It is considered to be safe for use in a wide-variety of cloth-
ing". Is Polyester Flammable? Is it Fire Resistant? (firefighterinsider.com) 
Nevertheless I am extremely concerned about what happened at the weekend. We 
will follow up with the supplier about what to do next. In the meantime I would caution 
every parent to make sure that their child is not wearing the new school t-shirt near a 
naked flame until further enquiries have been made. 
Parents and Friends latest news. 
We will be holding a Father’s Day stall on Friday September 2nd. Children will be able to pur-
chase a customised gift for $5, they can buy more than one. Fill in the form and return to 
school by Wednesday 31st.  
We’ll also be having a meeting to organise the trivia night, keep your eyes peeled for the up-
coming date.  

Four year school review: please give us feedback. 
We want to get feedback about how our school has gone over the previous four years as part 
of our whole school review. Your feedback will feed in to the school report, as part of the 
school’s next Strategic Plan 
A school review provides the opportunity to analyse data sets and gather feedback from all 
stake holders in order to identify highlights from the past four years (the life of our strategic 
plan) and any barriers. This data is then reviewed by a panel and used to create our School 
Strategic Plan for the next four years. That will happen in Term 1 2023. Look elsewhere in this 
edition for the specific feedback questions and either fill in the sheet and return it, or attend a 
meeting at the school starting at 7.30pm on Tuesday the 13th of September. 

Reminders: dressing up, riding bikes and $5. 
This will be the only reminder that we can send to families who have children going to the 
snow. We ask students to dress up in a character from a novel next Monday the 29th of Au-
gust as part of celebrating Book Week. AND we ask all Grade to 3 to 6  students to bring in 
their bike ready for bike week starting next Tuesday the 30th of August. AND finally, asstated 
elsewhere, do please remember to tell us if your buying a Father’s Day gift by next Wednes-
day, and bring in $5 for a Fathers Day gift next Friday the 2nd of September. 

Pre prep taster days term 4: heads up. 
Our pre prep taster days will be held on the last 
four Friday mornings of next term: 25/11, 2/12, 
9/12, and 16/12. 

Thankyou Colac Rotary West 
and John Scarrott. 
With a couple of covid exceptions, John Scarrott 
doggedly turns up each year to read three differ-
ent short novels to our students in the little room. 
Our students then make a choice about which 
novel they like the best, and then John comes out 
to gift the novel to each child. What a lovely way 
to encourage a love of reading..  
 

 

 
Beeac’s Garage,  

55 Main St., Beeac 

Servicing, break downs 

and repairs to late model 

cars, lawnmowers and 

some machinery. Towing 

cars available.  Now  

carrying out servicing on 

vehicle air conditioning. 

 
 

For all enquiries and 

bookings call Jason on 

0417 412 152 

 

 
Student of the week 
Evan Brown for settling in to 
our school, showing a great 
work ethic and respecting teach-
ers and peers. 12/8 
Riley Kerr: for being respectful 
to his peers and remaining fo-
cussed in class. 19/8. 
 

Term Dates Start Finish 

2022 Term 1 31/1 8/4 

2022 Term 2 26/4 24/6 

2022 Term 3 11/7 16/9 

2022 Term 4 3/10 20/12 

https://firefighterinsider.com/polyester-flammable/


School review: feedback. 

Please give us your feedback in one of two ways; join us at 7.30pm on September the 13th of 

September, when we will hold a public meeting. Alternatively please consider filling in this 

review feedback page and return it to us as soon as possible. 

• What do you think is going well for us academically? 

 

• What improvements do you think could be made to enhance your child's education 

academically? 

 

• What do you think is going well in terms of physical features/facilities? 

 

• What improvements do you think could be made to enhance your child's education in terms of 

physical features/facilities? 

 

• What do you think is going well socially and/or in terms of wellbeing? 

 

• What improvements do you think could be made to enhance your child's education socially 

and support wellbeing? 

 

• What do you think is going well in terms of extra curricular activities? 

 

• What improvements do you think could be made to enhance your child's education in terms of 

extra curricular activities? 

 

• If someone came to you and asked about our school, what would you say about our school?  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi All,   
Signs of stress:  
 

Irritability and anger 
 

Changes in behaviour 
 

Trouble sleeping 
 

Eating changes 
 

Getting sick more often 
 

Some tips to help with Stress Management for kids and teens… 

• Sleep well.  
Sleep is essential for physical and emotional well-being.  Experts recommend 

9to 12 hours a night for 6 to 12 year olds 

• Exercise.   
Physical activity is an essential stress reliever for people of all ages. 60minutes a 

day is the recommendation for 6 to 17 years of age. 

• Make time for fun – and quiet 
Encourage children to do what brings them joy (this doesn’t include screen 

time) 

• Get outside 
Spending time in nature is an effective way to relieve stress and improve 

overall well-being 

 

 

Sue Bath, 

Chaplain 
at school  

every 

Wednesday 

and   

alternate 

Tuesday. 
 









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


